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Big 12 North sees success in Texas 
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For Pelini bottom line in results 


SPECIAL FEATURES 


HOMETOWN HERO 
CATCHING UP WITH DWAIN CARLSON 


MOORE CONFIDENCE 


DON’T MISS 


2MINUTE DRILL ON THE COVER 


Niles Paul turned in a breakout perfor- 


10 QUESTIONS 


mance by recording 169 all-purpose 


TURNING POINT yards, including six receptions for 69 


yards and a touchdown. The celebration 


GAME NOTES was short however, as the Huskers face 
a tough road test at Virginia Tech. 


GAME STATS Photo by Scott Bruhn 
SCORE PREDICTIONS 
OPPONENT PREVIEW 
RECRUITING 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 


CROSSWORD 


Volume 29, Issue 11 recapping the 
Louisiana-Lafayette game will be mailed 
on Monday, Sept. 29. Check for updates at 
huskersillustrated.com. 
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From the Editor. sy sssonsascocx 


BREAKDOWN 
IN BLACKSBURG 


This loss deserve 
its own name 


THE GUT-WRENCHING sickness from 
Saturday’s loss in Blacksburg will likely 
linger for Cornhusker coaches, players and 
fans for the foreseeable future. 

That pain will exponentially decrease 
with the length of time it takes Nebraska 
to win a meaningful road game. Should 
Nebraska go on to storm the North, win 
the Big 12 Championship and earn a BCS 
Bowl bid, it may subside quicker. But if 
the season ends without a significant road 
win, this loss will haunt the program until 
the ghost is exorcised. 

The loss is significant because of what 
was at stake. You have by now heard or 
read that Nebraska was seconds away from 
posting a road win over a top-20 team for 
the first time in 12 years and 18 chances. 
So this near-miss was monumental. Big 
enough at least, that I will forever refer to 
this game as the Breakdown in Blacksburg. 

But my moniker for this game is not 
because of one play. Most will remember 
this game for its most-memorable play. The 
average fan will want to unfairly pin this 
loss on safety Matt O’Hanlon. But naming 
him the culprit is unfair. 

As Pelini said after the game, Nebraska 
had its chances and every person on the 
field was responsible for the loss. Such a 
loss wipes out three incredible quarters by 
the defense, a stellar performance by the 
offensive line and the rock-star moves of 
Roy Helu Jr. 

Instead, as is the case with any one-point 


loss, it highlights the missed opportunities 
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and mistakes. 


In case you forgot, which you no doubt 
want to, Nebraska allowed a huge return 
to open the game, setting up a quick Hokie 
touchdown, essentially keeping them in 
the game for the entire first half despite an 
absent offense. 

Quarterback Zac Lee, remarkably cool 
and accurate in his first two contests, 
was flustered and off-mark for one of the 
poorest outings by a Husker QB in the 
last few years. When he did hit his mark, 
Nebraska receivers failed to make plays. 

As a team, Nebraska failed to convert 
touchdowns in the red zone, straying 
from Helu Jr. and settling for field goals. 
And, in one of the most unforgiveable 
sins, the Cornhuskers erased six points off 
the scoreboard by committing a disaster 
holding penalty. 

But with the game on the line, a little 
over a minute on the clock, facing 4th- 
and-1, Nebraska coaches elected to give 
the ball back to Virginia Tech, rather than 
take a chance at earning a first down and 
winning the game. 

The Breakdown in Blacksburg will be 
remembered for years to come, But how 
this team responds will ultimately decide 


its magnitude. N 


Send me your comments or story ideas to 


aaron@huskersillustrated.com. 
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THE OFFICIAL HUSKERS PREGAME SHOW 


ILLUSTRATED 


Huddle 


ALL DAY PARTY 


elite 


CUSTOM 
TECHNOLOGY 


This year will mark the first-ever official 
gameday event for fans of Huskers 
Illustrated. We have teamed up with the 
Holiday Inn to launch The Huddle @ 


The Holiday Inn Downtown on 
gamedays. 


Huskers Illustrated will be hosting a 


two-hour pre-game show on 
location, hosted by Chris 


Schmidt, Mike Babcock and Sean 
Callahan and will feature special guests 
each week! We'll break down the 
game, discuss the state of the Huskers 
and update you on the latest recruiting 
news. It will without a doubt be your 


most informative pre-game option. 


ONLY AT THE HOLIDAY INN 


As if this wasn’t enough, the Holiday 


Inn will be offering great food and drink 


specials and will have rockin’ music 


when we’re not on! We are 


giving away TONS of awesome 


prizes each week. 


For more information visit 


Huskerslllustrated.com. 


141 N. 9th St., Lincoln 
(877) 863-4780 


Holiday Inn 
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n December of 1961, less than a month 
before officially becoming athletic 
director at Nebraska, visited 
Lincoln and met with reporters to discuss his | 
plan for the football program. 

Dye said he had three goals: for the 
Cornhuskers to be No. | in the nation, to 


enlarge Memorial Stadium by enclosing 


the south end, and to hire the best football 
coach in the country. 
had been fired, after 


five losing seasons and a combined 15-34-1 


record. 


To say Dye’s goals were ambitious was 


understating. Cornhusker fans hadn't 
celebrated a winning season since 1954, 
and Nebraska hadn't finished a season 


ranked nationally since 1950, when coach | 


009 


's second team went 6-2- 
1, good for No. 17 in the final Associated 
Press poll. 

The highest Nebraska had ever finished 
was No. 7 in 1940, the fifth year of the AP 
rankings. 

Since that season, when coach 

took the Cornhuskers to the 
Rose Bowl, they had played for seven 
coaches (besides Jones) and had produced 
only three winning seasons. 

Enlarging Memorial Stadium didn’t 
seem necessary. The stadium itself, built 
in 1923, held 31,000. Knothole-section 
bleachers at the north and south ends 
increased capacity, however, so that when 

took charge in 1962, 


Nebraska had drawn crowds as large as 


li 


4ul 


39,770 — to see Penn State in 1950. The 


record for total home attendance had 
been set in 1960, when the Cornhuskers 
drew 199,973 for six games, an average of 
33,329. But they drew more, on average, 
in at least six seasons with only five home 
games, the best being in 1951, when they 
averaged 35,889 per game. 

The stadium had no_ problem 
accommodating the crowd for Devaney’s 
first game as coach. Only 26,953 paid 
to watch a 53-0 victory against South 
Dakota on Sept. 22, 1962. After a victory 
at Michigan a week later, however, and 
Big Eight opponent Iowa State in town, 
interest picked up. 

Attendance for the Iowa State game was 


34,321 and a week later, a game against 


~<' 


EARNED RESPECT: 1 


set the standard for junior 


weird dude,” said Paul. “I mean, I love Nate. 


T led the team in punt returns last season, and 


, the No. | punt returner this season. “Nate was a 


“Nate never ran out of bounds. You could be right in his face, and he still was going to 


catch it (punt). That’s why I really found a lot of respect (for him).” 


Even though he competed with Swift for the starting job, “I wasn’t upset at all that he beat 


me out for it because he really deserved to be at that spot, just being fearless out there,” Paul 


said. “I was pretty fearless last year, but Nate just had it, like, I mean, he made things happen. 


“Last year, I wasn’t making it happen.” 


Swift, who was from Hutchinson, Minn., also discouraged wide receivers from wearing 


long sleeves, even in bitter cold, “so we can catch the punts,” said Paul. “I’m like, ‘OK, 


29 


Nate, we’ll do it. 


North Carolina State drew 36,867, the 
largest since the 1960 home-opener against 
Minnesota — 39,363. 

Even though the Cornhuskers were 
winning, a third consecutive home game 
against Kansas State drew only 30,701. That 
would be the last time Memorial Stadium 
wasn’t officially soldout. 

Nebraska’s NCAA record home sellout 
streak, which will reach 300 this week, 
began on Nov. 2, 1962. Devaney’s Huskers 
were 6-0. The game against Missouri was 
Homecoming. 


And attendance was 36,501. 


huskersillustrated.com 


GOAL SHARING, OR NOT 


During an early-sea- 
Ml son news conference, 
junior I-back F H ; 
Jr. was asked if he had 
set personal goals. 
} “None that I'd like to 
share, sorry,” he said. 

“That’s OK,” the reporter replied to 
laughter. 

“Anything else for Roy?” 

“Thank you,” someone said. 

“You’re welcome,” said the ever-polite 
Helu. 


BO AND BOB 
There might be a little bit 
of in 
, according to 
,a sophomore 
halfback on Devaney’s first 
team in 1962. Paschall, among 
those scheduled to be on-hand 
for the 300th consecutive 
sellout at Memorial Stadium, 
compared the two, telling the 
Omaha World-Herald :“Coach 
Devaney was kind of a no- 
nonsense coach at times, but 


he was one, funny, humorous 


" 


guy. 

Pelini is certainly no- 
nonsense, but he has his 
moments. 

Consider an exchange during 
a recent news conference. Pelini 
was asked if teams take on the 
personality of their coach. “I 
hope not,’ he replied, laughing. 

In a follow-up question, he 
was asked what was it about his 
personality that he didn’t want 
his team to take on.“I don't 


know,’ Pelini said. “Ask my wife.” 
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BETTER UNDERSTANDING 


A year in ’s system has made 
a significant difference. “I think right now 
we understand the whole defense,” senior 
safety said early in the 
season. “It’s one big puzzle. 

“Last year, we knew what we were doing, 
at times, on the field but didn’t understand 
why our teammates next to us were doing 
what they were doing. Basically (now), we 
understand the ‘why aspect,’ why we’re 
running that defense and what the corner 
next to me is doing or what the linebacker in 
front of me is doing, what the d-linemen are 


doing. So it all fits together. It takes time.” 


The defensive backs were able to put 


the 


pieces of the puzzle together in the spring, 


Asante said. 


NOT YOUR AVERAGE 
FRESHMAN 


No surprise here. 


has 


untypical maturity for someone his age. 


“No doubt, very intelligent, very humble 


and well-grounded,” running backs coach 


said of the true freshman I-back 


from Plano, Texas. “He’s going to be a real 


good one for us.” 


, Whom Burkhead backs 


up, agrees. “Very mature,” said Helu. 


Lincoln Orthopaedic Center 


helping Nebraska athletes a 
® 


stay in the 


we) 


6900 A Street * Lincoln, Nebraska 68510 * 402 436 2000 * www.ortholinc.com 
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OOPS, GET IT RIGHT 

ESPN bills itself as “The 
Worldwide Leader in Sports,’ 
with justification. But two 
representatives of the “worldwide 
leader,’ and 

| apparently hadn't 
done their homework on the Big 12 
Conference this season when they 
worked the Missouri-lllinois game. 

The family of Missouri linebacker 

wore 
T-shirts with Weatherspoon’s 
quarterback “hit list’ which 
included the Cornhuskers’ 
(pictured). 

Franklin and Cunningham had no 
idea who Lee was. 

“It’s not a big deal/" Lee said 
when asked about it following the 
Arkansas State game. “I guess | 
have to do something for them (to) 
kind of recognize me a little bit. 

“Hopefully, | continue to do some 
good things so they get my name 
right.’ 

Oh yes, on an ESPNU telecast 
after Nebraska's victory against 
Arkansas State, a banner recapping 
the days scores and individual 
performances referred to the 
Cornhuskers’ . who 
caught six passes for 69 yards and 
a touchdown and scored another 
touchdown on a 30-yard run. 

The banner referred to “Niles” 
rather than Paul. 


1620 AM and online www.1620thezone.com 


TOMMIE SITS ALONE 


Former Cornhusker TOMMIE FRAZIER 
was first on a recent list of the top five college 
football quarterbacks of all-time. The list was 
compiled by NBCSports.com. 

Frazier, the only player ever to be named 
MVP of three national championship games, 
was followed, in order, by TIM TEBOW of 
Florida, MATT LEINERT of USC, SAMMY 
BAUGH of TCU and DANNY WUERFFEL of 
Florida. Three of the five won the Heisman 
Trophy: Tebow in 2007 (third in voting last 
season); Leinert in 2004 (third in voting in 
2005); and Wuerffel in 1996 (third in 1995). 

Frazier was second in Heisman voting in 
1995. Baugh was fourth as a senior, in 1936. 

Others considered were DOUG FLUTIE 
of Boston College, VINCE YOUNG of Texas, 
ROGER STAUBACH of Navy, CHARLIE WARD 
of Florida State, JOHN ELWAY of Stanford 
and PEYTON MANNING of Tennessee. 


LIMCOLN'S 
eae 
| —— | oe OY 
RADIO 1480 
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IT'S ACADEMIC 


Former linebacker 
PAT TYRANCE — now Dr. Pat Tyrance — was 
inducted into the CoSIDA Academic All- 


America Hall of Fame in June. Tyrance 


Cornhusker 


(1988-90) was a three-year starter; a two- 
time, first-team All-Big Eight selection, a 
three-time Academic All-Big Eight honoree 
and a first-team Academic All-American 
as a senior in 1990, when he also was a co- 
captain. 

Tyrance, who earned two post-graduate de- 
grees from Harvard University, is among the 
top orthopedic surgeons in the Omaha area. 

Other former Cornhuskers in the Aca- 
demic All-America Hall of Fame are foot- 
ball player DAVE RIMINGTON (1979-82) 
and women’s basketball player KAREN 
JENNINGS (19990-93). 


“LIVE” 
Weekdays 
3-6 p.m. 


LINCOLN’S 
oS aa EE 


| —— | oe 0 


SIDELINES 


PRACTICE, PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE 


BO PELINI is consistent in his 


emphasis on the importance of 
practice. Teams “earn the right” to 
win during practice. “All we can 
control is the next meeting, the 
next practice, right now,’ he said 
early in the season. “We've got to 
make sure we lay our foundation 
and give ourselves the ability to 
win." 

The Cornhuskers have practiced 
better this season, according to 
Pelini. 

“| think we practice more 
consistently with the right 
attitude and ...a better focus, a 
better tempo, all those things,” 
he said. “Sometimes the level 
of execution isn't as good as | 
want it. 

“| think sometimes that shows 
in the games. What we're 
working toward is a consistent 
level of execution, with the right 


focus. That's how you develop as 


a football team.” | 


ome time before the NFL draft 
last spring, Nebraska offensive 

line coach BARNEY COTTON 
had a get-together at his home, sundaes 
and milkshakes. MATT SLAUSON, now 
a rookie with the New York Jets, was 
presented with a plaque, commemorating 
his being “King of the Knockdowns” for 
2008. 

Husker fans who remember the national 
championship lines in the 1990s might 
have an idea of what the award meant. 
“Pancake” blocks were much discussed 
back then. 

Huskers Illustrated staged a photograph 
of members of the 1994 “Pipeline” eating 
pancakes. Senior guard JOEL WILKS, who 
walked on, led the team in pancake blocks 
that season with 142. 

Recognition within the team wasn’t 
anything new. When Cotton played at 
1970s, offensive 
line coaches MILT TENOPIR and CLETE 
FISCHER kept track of the blocks. 


Nebraska in the late 


“They were big into that,” said Cotton, 
who played in both the offensive and 
defensive lines. He started at defensive 
tackle as a junior, before starting at 
offensive guard as a senior. He was a back- 
up center as a sophomore, after playing 
offensive tackle on the freshman team. 

Pancake blocks were officially 
acknowledged in 1994, when they were 
included in the Cornhuskers’ media guide. 
They remained in media guides through 
the 2003 season before being dropped. 
Such blocks were less common, anyway, 
with the emphasis on pass protection. 


Last season, Cotton resurrected the 


THE 1994 OFFENSIVE LINE: (Left to right) Bill Humphrey, Steve Ott, Brenden Stai, Joel 
Wilks, Zach Wiegert, Aaron Graham, Rob Zatechka. 


counting of pancakes and knockdowns, 
though the totals weren’t included in this 
year’s media guide — and, it appears, won't 
be any time soon. 

“Tt’s more of a personal, in-our-room 
type of deal,” Cotton said. 

In the past, “pancake” was an all- 
encompassing term. Knock a defender off 
his feet and it was a pancake. But Cotton 
distinguishes between pancakes and 
knockdowns. 

“A pancake is when I go run him over 
and tip him over on his back,” said Cotton. 
“But a cut-block would be like if I’d come 
over and throw myself in front of him and 
he goes down, like if his knees go down 
or his hands go down because we’ve taken 
him off his balance and actually put him 
on the ground. I count both. We count 


knockdowns. We count pancakes. And 


have a total.” 

They count equally in the total even 
though pancaking someone might be 
more difficult. 

“You'll always have more knockdowns 
than pancakes, probably,” Cotton said. 

Regardless of the difficulty, both 
blocks show “finish,” Cotton said. And 
since offensive linemen labor in relative 
anonymity unless they make a mistake 
and draw a penalty or allow a sack, the 
statistic earns them some recognition 
among their peers, if nothing else. 

And the fact that Slauson won the 
first award under Cotton (center Jacob 
Hickman finished second to Slauson) 
makes for “a nice little motivational tool, 


” 


(to) say, ‘Well, it works,’” said Cotton. 


Oh yes, “you’re not going to get a 
knockdown (credit) for a late hit,” he said. 


huskersillustrated.com 
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THE 
FIELD 


BY JOE GANZ 


GROWING UP, I was a fan of Nebraska, 
but you can never really understand 
what Nebraska football is all about and 
how passionate the people are until you 
actually get here and step on the field for 
the first time. 

It was incredible just to feel the energy 
that people bring to the stadium. It’s 
something that you really appreciate — 
probably even more now when you're 
done playing than you did while you 
were a player because there are so many 
things you’ve got to focus on as a player. 
Now that I’m done, I really understand 
and appreciate the passion that they put 
forth week in and week out for every 
home game. 

This sellout record is probably never 
going to stop. It’s really special for us 
players to have that following and to have 
fans be that loyal and that passionate 
about football. It just makes you want to 
play that much harder. 

The fans at Memorial Stadium have a 
big impact on the games, Obviously, it’s 
more of an advantage defensively just 
because the noise and the intensity inside 
the stadium is really tough on opposing 
offenses and opposing teams in general 
when they come into the stadium and 
see all those fans in red. Just from going 
on the road and playing at other places 
similar to ours, I know it can be pretty 


intimidating. It’s really hard for the 
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Visiting teams to gain any momentum 
and play as well as they want to just 
because of the noise, the passion and the 
intensity that our fans have for us and for 
our team. 

Of course, you don't win every game at 
home, but to have the kind of success that 
Nebraska has had at home and to have 
the kind of success this program has had 
throughout the years goes hand in hand 
with how the fans come every game, how 
they intense they are during games and 
how much they actually care about this 
program and this team. It has a direct 
effect upon how well we've done at home 


in the past and how well this program will 


Sellout streak may never end 


continue to do. 

What's amazing about Nebraska fans is 
they don’t forget you just because you're 
not playing anymore. It’s kind of crazy 
having people who still recognize you 
and they’re thanking you for everything 
you did -- just because you played football 
this university. 

It's also an awesome feeling to have 
people come up to you and you realize 
that they appreciate how much hard work 
you put in to have the type of success you 
had. It’s great to have fans that care about 
you both as a player and as a person. 
That’s probably what really means the 


most to me. 


HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM FAN POLL 


Nebraska will celebrate its 300th sellout at Memorial 
Stadium on Sept. 26 against Louisiana-Lafayette. Of 
those 300 games, approximately how many have you 
attended? 


CO 


HEN, 


(Ay Breed 


WLACKSHIRTS . 3 


players include 12 centers. One of the 
first was CHARLES BROCK, who came 
from Columbus. Brock was 6-foot-2, 195 
pounds, and he rarely made a mistake, 
according to World-Herald sports editor 
Frederick Ware in his history of Husker 
football, published in 1940, 

Brock and teammate FRED SHIREY, a tackle, earned 
All-America recognition in 1937. Brock was a junior, 
Shirey a senior, on a “BIFF” JONES-coached team that 
finished with a 6-1-2 record and No. 11 national ranking 


in the year-old Associated Press poll. Jones had just 
succeeded D.X. BIBLE as coach. 

Brock, who played both offense and defense, was the 
definitive Jones player. Jones, a retired U.S. Army major 


who coached at Army, Louisiana State and Oklahoma | 


before coming to Nebraska, is quoted in Go Big Red: 
The Story of Cornhusker Football (published 1966): 
“My experience in playing Nebraska teams at Army 
and Oklahoma convinced me that they have boys at 
Nebraska who love to play and play hard.” 

ALL-AMERICA HUSKER CENTERS: Lawrence Ely 
(1932), Brock (1937), Tom Novak (1949), Rik Bonness 
(1974-75), Tom Davis (1977), Dave Rimington (1981- 
82), Mark Traynowicz (1984), Bill Lewis (1985), Jake 
Young (1988-89), Aaron Graham (1995), Aaron Taylor 
(1996) and Dominic Raiola (2000), 

WHY AREN'T THE NAMES CORY SCHLESINGER (1992- 
93-94), JIM PILLEN (1976-77-78) AND CLETE PILLEN 
(1974-75-76) ON THE FOLLOWING LIST? Columbus can 
claim them. All three graduated high school there. But 
Schlesinger was from Duncan and the Pillen brothers 
were from Monroe. N 


Columbus, NE 


Nebraska’s 92 All-America football [ 


COLUMBUS, NE 
County: Platte (county seat) 
Population: 21,595 
Distance from Lincoln: 55 miles 


NU football lettermen: 

Joe Blahak, CB (1970-71-72) 

Bill Bomberger, HB (1967) 
Charles Brock, C (1936-37-38) 
Dan Brock, DT (1974-75-76) 

Tim Carpenter, TE (1994-95-96-97) 
Brandon Drum, DT (1996-97) | 
Pat Engelbert, MG (1989-90-91) 
Nick Gragert, FB (2001) 

Seth Gutz, SE (2000) 

Tom Heiser, WB (1974-75) 

Bill Kosch, S (1969-70-71) 

Jesse Kosch, P (1995-96-97) 

Jeff Lake, SE (1994-95-96-97) 
Josh Mueller, TE (2004-05-06-07) 
Marvin Mueller, S (1965-66-67) 
Richard Newman, QB (1918-19-20) 
Arnold Oehlrich, FB (1926-27) 
Dan Pensick, DT (1977-78-79) 
Terry Rogers, DB (1972-73-74) 
Kelly Saalfeld, C (1977-78-79) 
Dan Steiner, DB (1978-79) 

Ross Tessendorf, DT (1997) 

Bill Van Lent, DT (1980) 

Troy Watchorn, S (1998-99-00) 
Steve Wieser, DE (1972-73-74) 
"First-team all-conference 
@All-American 


WORTH NOTING: 


According to city’s website, 
Columbus “is the most highly 
industrialized city per capita 
in the state of Nebraska with 
manufacturing providing 
employment to over 5,700 
area people." 
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BLACKSHIRTS 

The Blackshirt tradition is alive 
and well under BO PELINI and 
brother CARL, the defensive 
coordinator. But no Blackshirts 
were distributed at the end of 
pre-season practice, as they 
typically were before Bo Pelini 
arrived." That's part of our 
philosophy. Blackshirts are 
earned on the field; Bo said 
prior to the season.“You'd be 
hard-pressed to find any coach 
in favor of giving them out 
before we've played a game.” 
Last season, Blackshirts weren't 
awarded until after the Kansas 
game. 

Black practice jerseys were 
hung in the lockers of 11 players 
that week. 

The Blackshirts had been 
pulled following the Oklahoma 


State game the previous season. 


GANZ PUTS ON HEADSETS 
Joe Ganz will not be a stranger 
to Huskers fans this fall as he 
will be a regular co-host for the 
Huskers Illustrated Pregame 
Show at The Huddle at the 


Holiday Inn Downtown. 


HUSKERS 


ILLUSTRATED 
RADIO SHOW 


_lloyAG), NOW ON ESPN 1620 IN OMAHA 


LIVE SATURDAY’S FROM 8-9 A.M. (CENTRAL) AT 
WWW. 1620THEZONE.COM 
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OMAHA’S ==; ; RADIO MISS A SHOW? LISTEN TO EVERY EPISODE AT HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Matt O’Hanlon 


5-11, 200, Senior, Safety, Bellevue, Neb. 


_ Hl: What has your journey been like to get where you are as a starter? 

O'HANLON: It’s been a long road. I didn’t get a whole lot of playing time my first three years, but 
now being one of the leaders in the secondary — one of the guys who’s had the experience — it’s kind 
of a change for me because I'm in that leadership role now. I actually have guys chasing me instead 
of the other way around. 


HI: How tough was it to bide your time and wait for an opportunity? 

O'HANLON: It’s always kind of tough because you’re always going to want to come here and play 
right away even though you really haven't earned it yet. The toughest thing for me was just waiting for 
my time and trying to earn as much as I could. 


HI: Is it different now when you go home? 

O'HANLON: I get a whole lot more people recognizing me in public, It’s not a small town, but it’s 
kind of fun to walk around the mall and have kids come up and say that they want to do the same 
thing I did someday. It’s pretty cool. I was at Shadow Lake (Elementary School) and one kid came 
up to me and told me that I was an inspiration and that he’s trying to follow his dream by doing the 
same thing that I did. It’s cool to get recognition like that and know that you're kind of looked up to 
by little kids. 


HI: Playing in the secondary is all fun and games, right? 

O'HANLON: We put in so many hours. I think probably what fans don't realize is how much time 
we put in during the off-season. We still watch film and still try to get together as groups and try to get 
better with concepts. It’s not just doing conditioning. 


HI: What would you tell a wide-eyed freshman who was looking to break into the defensive rotation? 
O'HANLON: The main thing is knowing your assignments and being able to make plays on the ball. 
With our defensive schemes, the big thing is, everyone has a role and everyone has something to do 
on each play. If you don’t know your role, it’s kind of hard to be on the field. The playmaking abilities 
" ne and stuff will come later, after you have the mental side down. 


Peete a0 [beatin Tg 


HI: What was your favorite on-field moment from 2008? 

O’HANLON: Probably the Gator Bowl, at the end of the game. We kind of had a rough last four 
games of the season, so to come back from that and be able to end the season on a positive note was 
probably the highlight of my year. 


HI: You spent seasons in both the old and new coaching regimes. What was the transition like? 
O’HANLON: It was definitely a long process. I don’t know if (Bill) Callahan was still here if I’d have 
seen that amount of playing time I had last year. When coach (Bo) Pelini’s staff came here, it was all 
about everyone getting equal opportunities and everyone getting the same looks, It was a long process, 
but I think there were a lot of changes for the better. 


HI: Was it tough to stay together as a team? 

O'HANLON: I don’t know if we as players were ever really broken apart that much. I think it was 
more miscommunication with the previous coaching staff. I think a lot of guys were kind of fed up 
with that aspect of it. When coach Pelini came in here, there was a lot of excitement, so I would say 
we weren't falling apart as a team. 


HI: What is one of your pet peeves? 

O'HANLON: A lot of my friends seem to think that it’s cool to call me the old guy on the team since 
I'm one of the oldest guys on the team. I’m almost 24 (on Oct. 5) and all my friends are like 21 or 22, 
so they like to call me the old guy on the team. 


HI: What's a good movie you'd recommend? 

O'HANLON: I saw “The Hurt Locker” recently. It’s about the Iraqi War and the bomb squadrons. It 
kind of set the tone of what the Iraqi War was all about. It was really well done and will probably be 
up for some Academy Awards. 
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Dwain Carison 


Captain remembers 1962 team 


IT'S BEEN 47 YEARS since he captained 

a Nebraska football team, but Dwain 
Carlson still has the eye of a tiger and the 
analytical skills that continue to keep him 
busy as an investment advisor for a group 
of banks. 

The only captain remaining from 
Nebraska’s historic 1962 team offered 
a quick observation after watching a 
Husker practice this fall. 

“T think Bo Pelini is just like Bob 
Devaney,” Carlson said. “He’s a fiery 
guy, and he knows what he wants. He 
communicates well, and he’s a great 
recruiter,” 

Case closed, but the defense never will 
rest as long as it’s in the hands of Pelini. 

“He’s just so much like Bob in the way 
he coaches and the way he identifies with 
his players,” Carlson said of Pelini. “If 
players are having fun and can handle the 
discipline, they’re going to play for you 
and have success. That’s the way it was 
with Bob, and that’s the way it is with Bo. 
Nebraska has gone back to the old way 
of doing things, and that’s just what this 
program needed.” 

That loud amen you hear in the 
background is coming from your friends 
and fellow fans reading the same words 
you are. 

Carlson and all his teammates will be 
in the spotlight on Saturday night, Sept. 
26th, when the Huskers celebrate an 
NCAA record 300 consecutive sellouts 


against Louisiana-Lafayette. For the first 


huskersillustrated.com 


BY RANDY YORK 


time, the Huskers 

will wear throwback 
uniforms which are 
replicas of the home 
uniforms, helmets and 
pants worn during the 
1962 season. 

That’s when the legendary Devaney 
posted a 9-2 record in his first season as 
head coach, and the sellout streak began 
when Nebraska hosted Missouri in the 
fifth game of the season. 

“Devaney told me later that he was 
surprised how much talent was already 
here,” Carlson said. “The turnaround 


from all of the losing seasons before he 


arrived is directly attributable to coaching. 


It wasn’t anything special. They just put 
us all together and got us on the same 
page. 

“The practices were much shorter,” 
Carlson added. “Instead of three or four 
hours, they were an hour-and-a-half. We 
probably learned more in the first few 
practices that Devaney had than we’d 
learned in the three years prior to his 
arrival. We were much 
more efficient, similar to 
what Bo does now.” 

Devaney brought a 
new wrinkle to the Big 
Eight Conference in 1962. 
“We ran the unbalanced 
line, which was unusual 
then, and the league had 


trouble adjusting to that,” 


DWAIN CARLSON 


LETTERS: 1960-61-62 

WIFE: Karen 

CHILDREN: Three children, six 
grandchildren 

POSITION: Offensive guard 
CURRENT: Investment advisor 
RESIDENCE: Lincoln, Neb., and Palm 
Springs, Calif. 


said Carlson, an all-conference left 
guard who teamed with the legendary 
Bob Brown, who started at right guard. 
“We had talent on that team,” Carlson 
said. “Of course, we also played both 
ways and that took a different kind of 
player than it did later. We were smaller, 
but we were also faster, and we had more 
endurance. It amazed everyone how 
quickly Bob turned everything around, 


and people seem to be saying the same 


thing about Bo.” N 
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BY CURT MCKEEVER 


BO PELINI HAS THE ACT down so good 
you'd swear he wakes up every morning, 
looks in the mirror and reminds himself 
how his Nebraska football program has a 
long way to go before it reaches the level 
of excellence to which he aspires. 

Just the same, it’s evident he and his 
coaching staff are already dialed in on 
bringing out the type of culture and 
attitude they believe is pivotal for getting 
the Huskers to the desired destination. 

Though he’s still in an infancy stage 
as a head coach, Pelini knows how to 
motivate, a task, especially when you're 
dealing with 160 college-aged men from 
all types of backgrounds. That can be as 
tricky as walking an endless tightrope. 

Coaches know the make-up of a team 
can change instantly, whether that 
stems from the outcome of a game, an 
individual performance (or lack thereof) 
or something that happens off the field. 

The trick to motivation seems to be 
finding the right ploy for the situation. 
Take a look at some approaches Pelini 
and his staff have utilized in the first 
month of the 2009 season, and I think 
you'll find one common denominator — 
the importance of a clear and open line of 
communication. 

1. HARD-LINE DISCIPLINARIAN 

Two weeks before the Huskers’ season- 
opener, Pelini dismissed junior J-back 
Quentin Castille for violating team rules. 

“It’s pretty black and white my 
expectations and what we lay out as a 
staff. And if somebody doesn’t follow 
those policies or guidelines, they're no 


longer going to be with the program,” 


tinkersillustrared com 


Pelini said at the time. “That's the case 
with Quentin. I wish him luck. He's a 
good kid. He’s just not going to be with 
our program anymore.” 

From this tough-loye move we heard 
no parting shots by Castille or any of the 
Huskers second-guessing their coach’s 
actions. Why? Because everyone knew a 
line had been crossed and Pelini had no 
choice. 

2. TEAR-THEM-DOWN, BUILD-THEM-UP 
FEEDBACK 

Following the Huskers’ 49-3 season- 
opening win against Florida Atlantic, 
Pelini was asked about the play of the two 
starting defensive tackles, Ndamukong 
Suh, the pre-season Big 12 Defensive 
Player of the Year, and Jared Crick. 

Pelini called the duo’s play “average, 
at best.” 

Was he bluffing? Probably not. Though 
Suh is seen by some talent evaluators as 
the No. | pick in next year’s NFL Draft, 
such hype could mess with a player's 
focus on improving. 

Not 
Nebraska’s second game, when Suh had 


surprisingly, two days after 
1 1/2 sacks, Pelini complimented the big 
guy for playing “at a pretty high level.” 
3. GOAL SETTING 

This is 
method, simply because it establishes 


a common motivational 


step-by-step guidance that relates to level 
of performance. 

A lot of folks view goals in an obvious 
light — for example, the goal to win a 
championship. Pelini is no exception, but 
he also seems to be just as concerned, if 


not more so, about the obscure. 


Bo knows how to motivate 


Ever wonder why he and his staff 
spend so much time talking about players’ 
technique and fundamentals? 

Before the Sept. 12 game against 
Arkansas State Pelini generalized that 
improper fundamentals lead to bad plays. 
After the 38-9 win, he pointed out more 
examples, but made sure the Huskers 
knew this: “It’s week two. It’s why you 
practice. It’s why you keep developing.” 
4, US-AGAINST-THE-WORLD MENTALITY 

Pelini pounced on this when, four days 
before taking on 13th-ranked Virginia 
Tech in Blacksburg, Va., someone pointed 
out Nebraska hadn’t won a road game 
against a Top 20 team since 1997, 

“We're capable of winning this football 
game,” said Pelini, undeterred by the fact 
the Hokies were 31-4 at home over the last 
five-plus seasons, or that they beat the 
Huskers in Lincoln 35-30 last year. “We 
weren’t a very good football team at that 
point.” 

5. THE CALM, WISE TEACHER 

Motivation, even in times of adversity, 
isn’t all about blood-vessel-breaking rants. 

“For any team to be successful, the 
players have to listen to the coaches, but 
with coaching comes some criticisms, 
and they can’t be thin-skinned,” offensive 
coordinator Shawn Watson said, “I’m 
really proud of the guys who coach, 
because each one of those guys is a great 
person and he presents his corrections to 
his players in a way that motivates them.” 

Good thing, because the Big 12 
schedule, always capable of leaving highly 
motivated teams in a tatter, is around the 
bend. N 
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© First looks at next year’s recruits 


interact with experts and insiders on 
our exclusive message boards 


SPECIAL OFFER! 


Ultimate Ticket Annual 


includes one ee of Ss: 
Sports illustrated! 2 
— 4 : 
OFFICIALLY LICENSED PARTNER OF THE riv vals Ss MN NETWORK © 2007 Rivals.com, All rights reserved 


20 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 


hey say it’s a game 


of inches. Following 
Nebraska’s gut-wrenching 
16-15 loss at Virginia 
Tech, Ndamukong Suh 
probably wouldn’t argue 


otherwise. 


On the two most 
crucial plays of the 88-yard game-winning 
drive by the Hokies, Suh thought he had 
Virginia Tech quarterback Tyrod Taylor 
dead to rights. However, the elusive junior 
managed to buy himself just enough time 
to make key completions both times. 

Perhaps the biggest was Taylor’s 81-yard 
pass to Danny Coale, giving the Hokies a 
first-and-goal at the Nebraska 3-yard line 
with 1:11 remaining. While a breakdown 
in the Huskers’ pass coverage contributed 
to the long gain, Suh was just a split- 
second too late before delivering a vicious 
hit on Taylor. 

“T, personally, had a great shot, but I 


didn’t get there in time,” Suh said. “I can 5 
only hope that the next time I’m in that 3 
situation, I make the play.” z 
Nebraska’s breakdown came when é 
cornerback Anthony West let Coale 9 
run past him, presumably handing off : = 
responsibility for his coverage to safety Ndamukong Suh’s hit on QB Tyrod Taylor came just as Taylor unleashed an 81-yard completion 
Matt O’Hanlon. However, Coale told that toppled the Huskers . 
reporters he improvised his route and ran after taking a sack and throwing an defensive effort for Nebraska. The Huskers 
up the sideline. O'Hanlon wasn’t able to incompletion, Taylor danced in the pocket _ limited Taylor to minus-22 net yards 
catch up in time as a wide-open Coale for more than 10 seconds on a third-down rushing, including four sacks. He finished 
hauled in the long pass from Taylor. play before hitting Dyrell Roberts with an 12-of-27 passing for 192 yards -- a good 
“The safety was sitting high, but they 11-yard game-winning TD pass with 21 share of it coming on the one 81-yard 
made a good play,” West said. “It’s noton seconds to play. throw. 
one particular person. Everyone could’ve Again, Suh was nearly in Taylor’s hip “We played good defense,” Nebraska 
helped out.” pocket when he made the throw. defensive coordinator Car! Pelini said. “It’s 
Nebraska still had a chance to make What transpired in the game’s final a crime ... it’s a crime.” 
a game-winning defensive stand. But minutes spoiled what had been a solid — by Terry Douglass 
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Following his team’s heart-breaking 16- 

15 loss at Virginia Tech, Nebraska coach 

said in his post-game press 

conference that every Cornhusker player 

who stepped onto the field shared in the 
defeat. 


However, an argument could be made 


that Pelini’s statement didn’t apply to | 


. The junior made five field 


goals against the Hokies and also got into | 


the Nebraska punting record book. 


Henery converted field goals from 40, | 


27, 19, 38 and 38 yards to account for all 


of Nebraska’s scoring. The five field goals 


ranked him second on the NU single-game | 


charts, trailing only ’s seven 
field goals against Missouri in 1985. 
“T’d like to win over any of my stats or 
anything like that,” Henery said. 
Henery’s 76-yard first-quarter punt tied 


for the fourth-longest punt in Nebraska 


22 HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED SEPTEMBER 26, 2009 


history. It was the longest punt by a 
Nebraska player since had an 
84-yard punt against Pittsburgh in 2005. 
However, what made the boot even more 
remarkable was how it transpired. After 
jumping in the air to receive a high snap, 
it looked for a moment like Henery’s punt 
was in danger of being blocked, but he took 
off running to his right toward the sideline 


before 


| that rolled into the Virginia Tech end zone 


“The snap was high and I just kind 
of improvised off it,’ Henery said. “I’ve 
done it before, but it wasn’t planned or 


anything like that.” 


CAREER DAY 


Nebraska’s rushed 28 
times for a career-high 169 yards, including 
carrying 11 times for 82 yards in the first 


half. The junior I-back broke off four runs 


to unleashing a rugby-style punt | 


of 20 yards or longer and has 14 runs of 20 
yards or longer in three games this season. 

“He did some good things,” Pelini said 
of Helu. “He ran well. He ran hard. There 
were some tough yards out there.” 

On Nebraska's 77-yard scoring drive to 
take a 9-7 lead in the second quarter, Helu 
accounted for 61 total yards, including two 
20-yard rushes. It was the fifth career 100- 
yard rushing game for Helu, all coming in 


his past eight games. 


SUH SETS MARK 


Senior defensive tackle 
recorded eight total tackles to lead 
Nebraska against Virginia Tech. Perhaps 
the most remarkable thing about the All- 
Big 12 Conference selections’ performance 
was his four pass breakups, setting a new 
program record for defensive linemen. 


“T obviously figured out how they were 
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NILES PAUL 


sliding their line and a lot of the time when I 
was coming around and batting balls down, 
I was in the right place at the right time due 
to my man (fellow defensive tackle JARED) 
CRICK getting great pressure,” said Suh, 
who surpassed JEREMY SLECHTA’s record 
of three pass breakups against Missouri 
in 2000. “I was just playing off the great 


teammate that I had next to me.” 


SLUGGISH START 


Considering that Nebraska had zero of 
yards of total offense in the first quarter, the 
fact that the Huskers wound up outgaining 
the Hokies 343-278 in total offense was an 
impressive turn of events. 

Senior center JACOB HICKMAN said the 
Huskers really didn’t really make too many 
adjustments. He said the offense may have 
struggled at first while adjusting to a silent 
snap count, which was used to combat 


crowd noise at Lane Stadium. 
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SPECIAL TEAMS SPARK 


After Virginia Tech used DYRELL 
ROBERTS’ 76-yard return on the opening 
kickoff to set up its first score, Nebraska 
later countered with NILES PAUL, who 
ripped off a career-long 55-yard punt 
return. Paul’s effort helped the Huskers 
get on the board via ALEX HENERY’s 40- 
yard field goal with 56 seconds left in the 
first quarter. 

“T just did whatever I could to help the 
team and I wanted to make a play,” Paul said. 
“T was just doing things I know I can do.” 

Paul’s punt return was the longest by 
Nebraska since NATE SWIFT returned a 
punt 88 yards for a TD in 2008 against 
Virginia Tech. The junior finished with 
six punt returns for 86 yards, three 
kickoff returns for 71 yards and 176 all- 
purpose yards one week after netting 
169 all-purpose yards in a 38-9 win over 
Arkansas State. 


“We tried get everybody going off the 
ball at the same time,” said Hickman, who 
helped pave the way for Nebraska’s 215 yards 
rushing. “We were a little slow at the start 
with the crowd. We kind of did our thing and 


it worked. We just couldn't close out drives.” 


CRUCIAL CALLS 

With Nebraska leading 15-10 with less 
than two minutes remaining, the Huskers 
needed to convert a third-and-5 play from 
the Virginia Tech 41-yard line to potentially 
seal the victory. 

On the key play, Nebraska went with a 
quarterback draw, which had worked well 
earlier in the game for the Huskers. However, 
the Hokies stopped Lee after a 4-yard gain, 
leaving NU with fourth-and-1. 

Nebraska offensive coordinator SHAWN 
WATSON said he didn’t second-guess his 
play call. 

“Tt’s the right thing to do,” Watson said. 


QUICKLY 


CAPTAINS 

Nebraska's game captains were 
LARRY ASANTE, NILES PAUL, 
ZAC LEE and ADI KUNALIC. Paul 
lived in Newport News, Va., before 
moving to Omaha his sophomore 
year in high school, following the 
death of his mother. 


ON THE ROAD 

With an unlimited travel roster 
for non-conference games, 
Nebraska took 88 players to 
Blacksburg, including six freshmen 
who have yet to see action: 
defensive end JOSH ANKRAH, 
defensive ANDREW GREEN, 
quarterback TAYLOR MARTINEZ, 
defensive back LAZARRI 
MIDDLETON, defensive tackle 
THADDEUS RANDLE and 
offensive line JEREMIAH SIRLES, 


SEEING RED 

The final statistics showed that 
Nebraska scored on four of five 
opportunities in the red zone 
against the Hokies. However, what 
wasn't noted is that the Huskers 
failed to score a single touchdown 
in the contest, including having 
MIKE MCNEILL’s apparent 6-yard 
scoring pass from quarterback 
ZAC LEE wiped off the board due 
to a holding penalty. 

Starting in his first road game 
for Nebraska, Lee finished 
11-of-30 passing for 136 yards 
and two TDs. He entered the 
game ranked No. 7 nationally in 
passing efficiency. 

"He did some good things,’ 
Watson said of Lee. “He didn't 
have his best game, but again, 
he’s playing against a great 
defense and he'll get better from 
all this.” 
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71) VIRGINIA T 


PHOTO BY SCOTT BRUHN 


FRIDAY 
NIGHT LIGHTS 


REPORT CARD ikbhaska svans 


> Lincoln North Star running back Ysuef Wade had 23 carries for 


RUSHING: f\ 111 yards and two touchdowns to help lead the Navigators to a 


35-28 win over Kearney. 


Nebraska needed to be able to rush the ball, and Roy Helu, Jr. > Omaha North's Ron Coleman had 25 carries for 200 yards 
responded to the challenge, running for 169 yards and averaging 6 rushing and three touchdowns in the Vikings 33-27 victory over 
yards per carry. Little more could have been asked. Papillion La Vista. North rushed for 554 yards in the game. 

» Papillion La Vista wide receiver duo Sir Bullock and Glenn Lewis 
PASSING: l ) combined for 14 receptions for 207 yards and three touchdowns | 


in a losing effort against Omaha North, 

» Creighton Prep running back Nick Mizaur had 25 carries for 126 
yards to lead the Junior Jays to a 17-7 win over Omaha Central. 
second was a pass in desperation on the final play of the game. Plus, > Elkhorn running backs Trevor Roach and Dane Eccles 
the wide receivers accounted for only five catches. On the positive side combined for 367 yards on 32 carries and four touchdowns in a 


(can “positive” be used here?) Virginia Tech was unable to sack Lee. 47-41 loss to Millard South. 


RUSHING DEFENSE: f\- THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 
Take away a 46-yard run by Ryan Williams and Virginia Tech 


,, LOUISIANA 
averaged barely 1 yard per carry. Even though that average LAFAYE rT E 


reflected four sacks and 22 yards in losses by Tyrod Taylor, the 
Hokies were still stymied by Nebraska’s rushing defense. It was 


The passing game wasn't effective, in terms of completion percentage 
and the fact that Zac Lee threw two interceptions - although the 


good enough to win. 


PASSING DEFENSE: Cs 


Take away one huge play - no need to say which one - and 
Nebraska's pass defense was solid. The one play doubled the Hokies’ 
passing yardage. The Cornhuskers had four sacks, one quarterback 
hurry, and Ndamukong Suh deflected four passes. But one play 
offset the effort. 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: €- 


Special teams play was a wash, despite Alex Henery’s five field 

goals and 76-yard punt and Niles Paul’s 55-yard punt return. Dyrell 

Roberts’ 76-yard return of the opening kickoff gave Virginia Tech a 

scoring opportunity it seemed unable to create on its own for all 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2009 

but a few seconds of the game. HUSKERS TAKE THE FIRE OUT OF TI 

CAJUNS WITH AN OLD-FASHIONED 
BLASTING! 


QUICK PICKS 


Matt Davison 


Aaron Babcock MikeBabcock Sean Callahan John Talman 


(Season/Last Week) (16-6/4-3) (15-7/5-2) (14-8/5-2) (14-8/4-3) (14-8/5-2) 
Louisiana-Lafayette at Nebraska NU 42-13 NU 52-7 NU 48-13 NU 52-10 NU 48-10 
Mississippi at South Carolina UM 30-24 UM 42-28 UM 34-23 UM 30-20 SC 28-17 
North Carolina at Georgia Tech GT 34-13 GT 28-24 GT 38-34 GT 28-14 GT 34-21 
Southern Miss at Kansas KU 27-17 KU 34-17 KU 44-31 KU 21-17 KU 34-14 
Miami at Virginia Tech UM 30-17 UM 31-28 UM 27-23 VT 20-17 UM 24-12 
Northwestern State at Baylor BU 48-14 BU 49-13 BU 52-17 BU 48-10 BU 37-13 
Texas Tech at Houston TT 56-42 UH 42-38 UH 52-49 TT 48-28 UH 34-31 
Michigan State at Wisconsin UW 28-10 UW 27-21 UW 38-28 UW 28-12 UW 28-17 
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SCORING 


Sept. 19, 2009 
Lane Stadium / Worsham Field - Blacksburg, Va. 
Attendance: 66,233 


| Dennard 


Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Tot 
Nebraska 3 9 0 3 15 
Virginia Tech 7 3 0 6 16 
First Quarter 
NU VT 
VT Williams 1-yard Run 
(Waldron Kick) 11:15 0 7 
Drive: 7 plays 24 yds 3:45 
NU Henery 40-yard Field Goal 
00:56 3 7 
Drive: 4 plays -1 yds 1:29 
Second Quarter 
NU Henery 27-yard Field Goal 
12:49 6 7 
Drive: 6 plays 48 yds 1:49 
NU Henery 19-yard Field Goal 
05:23 9 7 
Drive: 10 plays 77 yds 4:32 
VT Waldron 39-yard Field Goal 
02:30 9 10 
Drive: 7 plays 58 yds 2:53 
NU Henery 38-yard Field Goal 
00:18 12 10 
Drive: 5 plays 50 yds 2:06 
Fourth Quarter 
NU Henery 38-yard Field Goal 
04:33 15 10 
Drive: 10 plays 54 yds 5:01 
VT Roberts Pass from Taylor 11-yards 
(Taylor Pass Fail) 00:21 15 16 
Drive: 5 plays 88 yds 1:23 
NU VT 
Total First Downs 18 in] 
Rushing 9 2 
Passing 7 9 
Penalty 2 0 
Rushing Attempts 36 37 
Yards Gained Rushing 215 121 
Yards Lost Rushing 8 35 
Net Yards Rushing 207 86 
Net Yards Passing 136 192 
Passes Attempted 30 27 
Passes Completed i 12 
Had Intercepted 2 0 
Percent Completion 36.7% 44.4% 
Yards per Attempt 45 7.1 
Yards per Completion 124 16.0 
Total Offensive Plays 66 64 
Total Net Yards 343 278 
Avg. Gain Per Play 5,2 43 
Fumbles: No-Lost 0-0 0-0 
Penalties: No-Yards 9-60 7-53 
Punts: No-Yards 6-249 8-375 
Avg. Per Punt 415 469 
Avg. Net Punt 40.5 36.1 
Punt Returns: No-Yards 6-86 1-6 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards 4-86 3-114 
Interception Returns: No-Yards 0-0 23 
Fumble Returns: No-Yards 0-0 0-0 
Miscellaneous Yards i) 0 
Possession Time 29:46 30:14 
Third-Down Conversions 6-17. 818 
Percentage 35.3% 44.4% 
Fourth-Down Conversions 0-0 0-1 
Percentage 0.0% 0.0% 
Sacks By: No-Yards 4-25 0-0 
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Rushing No 
Helu Jr. 28 
Lee 8 
Total 36 


Att 
30 
30 


Passing 
Lee 
Total 


Receiving 
Gilleylen 
Helu jr. 
Paul 
Brooks 
Burkhead 
Holt 
McNeill 
Total 


Punt Ret 
Paul 
Total 


Kick Ret 
Paul 
Burkhead 
Total 


Punting 
Henery 6 
Total 6 


Field Goals 
Henery 
Defense Tac 
Suh 
Compton 
Crick 
Amukamara 
Asante 
Fisher 
Turner 
Allen 

Dillard 
O'Hanlon 
West 

Hagg 


Hays 

May 
Smith 
Steinkuler 
Stoddard 
Thenarse 


CHK SCOSCOKNWRKWUNNWSaNH = 


Interception Ret 
Total 


Sat., Sept. 5 


Sat., Sept. 12 


NEBRASKA 


Gain Lost Net Avg TD 
176 7 169 6.0 it) 
39 1 38 48 0 
215 8 207 58 0 

Comp % Int Yds TD 
WW 367 2 136 0 
11 (367 2 136 0 
No Yds TD 

1 35 0 
4 33 0 
1 19 0 
2 16 0 
1 16 0 
1 3 0 
1 4 0 
WW 136 0 
No Yds TO 
6 86 0 
6 86 0 
No Yds TO 
3 71 0 
1 15 0 
4 86 0 

Avg lg Bik TB FC 50+ 

aS 76 0 2 1 1 

415 76 0 2 1 1 

Made Att lg 

5 5 40 

Ast Tot TFL Sac PD FF 
7 8 05-1 05-1 4 0 
6 7 00 0-0 0 0 
5 2? 1-1 (1-7 0 0 
2 6 200 0 O 
3 6 0-0 0-0 o oO 
4 6 1-2 00 0 0 
4 6 15-4 05-2 0 0 
2 5 1-13 1-13 0 0 
4 5 05-1 00 o oO 
.' 5 18 «1-8 0 0 
48 00 00 0 oO 
1 2 O5-1 00 0 0 
1 1 0-0 0-0 0 0 
1 1 0-0 0-0 0 0 
bi. 0-0 00 o 0 
1 1 0-0 0-0 0 0 
0 } 1-2 0-0 tt) 0 
0 #1 0-0 0-0 0 0 
1 1 0-0 00 0 0 
No Yds TO 

0 0 0 


Florida Atlantic 


Arkansas State 


In 20 


FR 


ocoocoooccoceccoocoeoceceo 


c 
oe 


VIRGINIA TECH 


Memorial Stadium 


Memorial Stadium 


Rushing No Gain Lost Net Avg TD lg 
Ryan Williams 21 107 0 107 5.1 1 46 
Josh Oglesby 3 9 2 7 23 0 5 
| Dyrell Roberts 1 0 2 2: <20 0 0 
David Wilson 3 0 4 4 13 0 0 
TyrodTaylor 9 5 27 22 «4-24 0 4 
Total 37 121 35 86 23 1 46 
Passing Att Comp % Int Yds TO lg 
TyrodTaylor 27 12 444 ‘mat B 
Total 27 12 444 0 192 1 81 
Receiving No Yds TO Lg 
Danny Coale 2 89 0 81 
Jarrett Boykin 4 43 0 7 
Xavier Boyce 1 2) 0 21 
Sam Wheeler 1 14 0 14 
Dyrell Roberts 1 YW 1 iB 
Kenny Jefferson 1 7 0 ie 
Greg Boone 1 5 0 5 
Ryan Williams 1 2 0 2 
Total 12 192 1 8) 
Punt Ret No Yds TD lg 
Jayron Hosley 1 6 0 6 
Kick Ret No Yds TD lg 
Dyrell Roberts 2 95 tt) 76 
David Wilson 1 19 0 19 
Punting No Avg tg Blk TB FC 50+ In20 
Brent Bowden 8 46.9 59 0 o 90 3 3 
| Field Goals Made Att lg Bikd 
Matt Waldron 1 1 39 0 
Defense Tac Ast Tot TFL Sac PD FF FR 
Barquell Rivers 3 7 10 05-1 0-0 2 0 0 
Eddie Whitley 2 6 8 1-4 0-0 0 O°’ iD 
R.Carmichael 4 4 8 05-1 00 0 D 10 
CodyGrimm 6 1 7 O50 0-0 0 0 0 
Dorian Porch 2 4 6 00 0-0 0 o oO 
Nekos Brown 1 at.\6 0-0 0-0 0 0 oO 
Jason Worilds 0 5 5 13 00 0 o Oo 
Jake Johnson 2 2 4 0-0 00 0 o oO 
Zach Luckett 3 Le & 0-0 0-0 0 OL 
ChrisDrager 1 44.0 0-0 0-0 1 0 oO 
Davon Morgan 1 a 3 00 0-0 1] Oe 
K.Chancellor 2 ; ae 0-0 0-0 1 0 0 
A. Tweedy 2 0 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 oO 
C.Thompson 1 1 2 O50 00 0 oO 3D 
Matt Reidy 2 0 2 0-0 0-0 ti] o 0 
A. Hopkins 0 1 1 00 0-0 0 0 0 
Lyndell Gibson 1 Oo j 0-0 0-0 0 0 Oo 
Rob Stanton 1 as 0-0 0-0 0 o oO 
Interception Ret No Yds To Lg 
Rashad Carmichael 1 6 0 6 
Kam Chancellor 1 3 0 0 
Total 2 3 0 6 


Sat., Sept. 19 


Sat., Sept. 26 


Virginia Tech 


La-Lafayette 


Blacksburg, Va. 


Memorial Stadium 


Thur, Oct. 8 


Sat., Oct. 17 


Missouri 


Texas Tech 


Columbia, Mo. 


Memorial Stadium 


Sat., Oct. 24 


lowa State 


Sat., Oct. 31 
Sat., Nov, 7 
Sat., Nov. 14 


Sat., Nov. 21 


Baylor 
Oklahoma 


Kansas 


Memorial Stadium 


Waco, Texas 


Memorial Stadium 


Lawrence, Kan. 


Kansas State 


Memorial Stadium 


Colorado 


Big 12 Championship Arlington, Texas 


Boulder, Colo. 


2:30 p.m. 


7 p. 


m. (ABC) 


MASSON ANSWERS THE 


CHALLENGE, WINS QB BATTLE 


BY STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE’S Chris Masson 
reportedly considered transferring last 
season after failing to win the back-up job 
at quarterback. 

He’s obviously glad he stuck around. 

Now a 6-foot-2, 210-pound sophomore, 
Masson won the starting job this past 
August after a close and intense battle with 
last year’s back-up, Brad McGuire. Ragin’ 
Cajuns head coach Rickey Bustle agonized 
over the decision. 

Masson obviously responds well to 
pressure. That became clear Sept. 12 in 
Lafayette, when he guided his team from its 
33-yard line to Kansas State’s 30 in the final 
minute, setting up Tyler Albrecht’s 48-yard 
field goal that gave Louisiana-Lafayette a 
17-15 victory. The Ragin’ Cajuns, who had 
defeated Southern in their opener, won their 
first two games for the first time since 1990. 

Their game at Nebraska was preceded 
by a Sept. 19 contest at Louisiana State. 

Bustle called the victory over K-State the 
biggest in his eight years with the program. 

“This is where our football team 
probably hasn't ever been,” Bustle told 
reporters after the game. “We were down 
in a close game, able to keep it close and 
found a way to win.” 

After a solid 6-6 finish in 2008, 
Louisiana-Lafayette faces its share of 
challenges to match that record. Last 
year, quarterback Michael Desormeaux, 
tailback Tyrell Fenroy and receiver Jason 
Chery combined for 44 touchdowns in the 
highest-scoring offense in school history. 


Unfortunately for the Ragin’ Cajuns, all 
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three were seniors, meaning the team may 
have to rely more heavily on a defense that 
last season finished 105th nationally in 
yards allowed and gave up an average of 


33.7 points per game. 


GAME NOTES 


> For the first time since 2005, the 
Ragin’ Cajuns returned the same offensive 
coordinator from the previous season. 
Ron Hudson (not the former Kansas State 
coordinator) and quarterbacks coach Jorge 
Munoz, in their first season together in 
2008, directed an attack that ranked in the 
top 25 in rushing (7th), total offense (13th) 
and scoring (24th). 

> Bustle was supposedly on the hot seat 
last year before having his third six-win 
team. Lafayette won just nine games in the 
five years before his arrival, but those who 
want the Cajuns to take the next step point 
out that none of Bustle’s other teams won 


more than four games. 


» A Clemson graduate, Bustle had 
two stints as Virginia Tech’s offensive 
coordinator, coaching the likes of first- 
round NFL draft picks Jim Druckenmiller 
and Michael Vick. 

> The Cajuns returned all five starters 


on the offensive line. 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
QUICK FACTS 
Head coach: Rickey Bustle, 7th year, 32-50, 
all at Louisiana-Lafayette 
Enrollment: 16,320 
Colors: Vermillion and white 
2008 record: 6-6 (6-2 ACC) 


2009 SCHEDULE 
9/5 Southern, W, 42-19 
9/12 Kansas State, W, 17-15 
9/19 atLSU 
9/26 at Nebraska 
10/10 North Texas 
10/17 at Western Kentucky 
10/24 at Florida Atlantic 
10/31 at Florida International 
11/7 at Arkansas State 
11/14 at Middle Tennessee State 
11/21 at Louisiana-Monroe 
11/28 Troy 
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=» CONFIDENCE 


= iy ii any college football coaches will tell 


Bf 9 you the offensive and defensive line 


e 
~~ 
= — a « = © * positions are the most difficult places 
a ; —_— 7 for a freshman to adapt quickly. 
Nebraska sophomore defensive tackle Terrence 


Moore wholeheartedly agrees. 
“When I first got here (in 2007), I had to line 


up in front of Matt Slauson and Lydon Murtha,” 
Moore said of the former Husker starting offensive 


linemen. “I had to get it out of my mind that 

damn, these dudes are big. And then, with the 

scheme we play, and the techniques, you have 

to think about a lot of things until it all becomes 
second-nature to you. 


“That’s not easy.” 
The 6-foot-3, 285-pound Moore, from New 


Orleans, has come a long way since that 2007 
season, after which Bill Callahan was replaced as 
Nebraska’s head coach by Bo Pelini, who hired all 
new defensive assistants. 
“T’m a whole lot more confident now,” Moore 
said, “Last season, I struggled with the technique 
a little bit when the new coaching staff first 
came in because I was still kind of in the 
mindset to just come off the ball and not really 
think about steps or hand techniques. 
“But now I’m way more comfortable in 
those areas, and those are the areas you need 
to be confident in if you want to be successful, 
especially in this scheme.” 
Nebraska basically is using a four-man rotation 
at the interior defensive line positions, with Moore 
and redshirted freshman Baker Steinkuhler backing 


up starters Ndamukong Suh and Jared Crick. 


oore sald. 

“Last season, | 
struggled with 
the technique 
fe a alittle bit 
"when the new 
~ Coaching staff 
: first came in 

because | was 

still kind of in 
the mindset, 
to just come / 
_off the ball / 
ind not really 


The interior line positions in Pelini’s defense basically are 


interchangeable, according to Moore. 

“The coaches just want me to go in and be able to 
execute my technique, just do my job,” Moore said. “I have 
to embrace my role and just show the coaches that I’m a 
capable player, show them that I can make plays and be the 
player I want to be and they want me to be, show that I can 
play here, play at Nebraska, play at this level.” 

Moore appeared in seven games last season and made 
eight tackles. This season, he said, he’s working to improve 
how he uses his hands in combat with offensive linemen. He 
also wants to be more physical, although Nebraska defensive 
coordinator Carl Pelini, who also oversees the linemen, said 
Moore “is very physical against the run.” 

Indeed, Moore’s strength is stopping the run, Carl Pelini 
said, “but Terrence continues to work on his pass rush. It’ll 
get better. But truthfully, he’s a first- and second-down, big, 
strong run-stopper.” 

Moore sat out Nebraska’s Sept. 5 season-opening 
win against Florida Atlantic with a turf-toe injury. He 
participated in pre-game warm-ups but decided the pain was 
too significant to play at a high level. 

“We need him for depth in there,” Carl Pelini said. 


However, Car! Pelini also understands turf toe can be a 
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painful and nagging injury, “especially for linemen because 
they’re coming out of their stance and pressing on that toe 
every time.” 

And let’s face it, Moore needs to play at a high level to 
keep pace with Suh and Crick, the heart of a front four that’s 
arguably the strength of Nebraska’s defense. Moore said he 
thinks the defensive line this season will be “really aggressive, 
really physical, really fiery, really in-your-face, up-tempo.” 

Car! Pelini wants his starting interior linemen to play fewer 
snaps than they did last season, meaning more chances for 
Steinkuhler and Moore. 

“Last year, we felt a little bad that Suh and (then-senior) 
Ty Steinkuhler had to take most of the reps,” said Moore, 
emphasizing that even a player the caliber of Suh -- the pre- 
season Big 12 defensive player of the year -- can benefit from 
rest periods. 

“Tt’ll help his legs,” Moore said. “He’s a great player, and 
we all look up to him, but we know he can’t do it all on his 
own all the time. He needs us, too. We’re a team.” 

Playing with Suh every day in practice and also in games 
helps Moore’s game. 

“T’ve learned a lot from Suh since I’ve been here,” Moore 
said. “It takes a little pressure off me. Of course, teams are 
going to be coming in thinking, ‘Stop No. 93.’ When I get in 


there, they’re probably not worried about No. 90 as much. 

“T mean, it just opens up things that much more for me.” 

Moore was a human wrecking ball at McDonogh 35 
Senior High School in New Orleans, the school that 
produced former Husker great and NFL All-Pro defensive 
lineman Neil Smith. 

Moore’s high school career also included adversity. In 
2005, he and his mother were displaced to Spring, Texas, 
following Hurricane Katrina. As a result of that experience, 
“T feel I’m very adaptable,” he said. “I had to go live in 
another place. I feel that helped me because I’m able to adapt 
to new places easily. When I got up here (to Lincoln, Neb.), it 
wasn’t the whole culture-shock thing for me. 

“T was able to pick up on the lifestyle, even though it’s a lot 
different than New Orleans.” 

Moore arrived at Nebraska weighing about 250 pounds 
but added 20-plus pounds as a true freshman. He became 
stronger and soaked in as much knowledge about the game as 
he possibly could. 


STAY IN THE GAME 


GET SCREENED FOR COLON CANCER TODAY 


7 


YOU HAVE THE POWER TO STAY IN THE GAME OF LIFE. 
Starting at age 50, you can reduce your risk of colon cancer with regular screening. 


StaylnTheGamene,com 


“Tt’s different here (compared to high school),” he said. 
“You're actually hitting every day. In high school, sometimes 
you could play around, especially when you're one of the top 
athletes. But at this level, you really have to bring it every day 
if you want to be successful. 

“Hitting every day will take a toll on your body sometimes. 
If you don’t have your mind right, your body will break down 
on you.” 

Moore was asked recently if there’s pressure on Nebraska’s 
line to spearhead the defense this season. 

“We have to accept that role,” he said. “And that’s 
something Coach Carl talks about. As the defense goes, it’s 
because we set the tone. Everybody says that. You set the 
tone up front. That’s a huge responsibility to accept, but I 
think we're doing a good job of accepting that role. I really 
think it makes you feel good that you're the leaders of the 
defense, and people are depending on you to start things off. 

“We have to come out ready to play every single day. No 
lollygagging or playing around.” 


If you remember 
watching me play 
for the Huskers, ask 
your doctor about 
getting screened 
for colon cancer. 


JERRY TAGGE 
All-American Quarterback, 
1970-71 


DHHS 


Nebraska Department of Health 
and Human Services 


CDC Funds #U55/CCU725047 


RecruitingNotebook 
Talent at every corner 


BY RICK SHAW 


he Huskers picked up their first 

commitment from a cornerback 

recruit, getting a pledge from 
Arlington, Texas, Juan Seguin standout 
CIANTE EVANS. In all, eight athletes 
have informed the Nebraska coaches 
they will sign letters of intent with the 
Huskers in February. With a small 
graduating senior class, the Huskers 
are expected to only award 16 to 18 
scholarships, total. 

Evans (5-11/170), rated the nation’s 
No. 44 cornerback prospect and among 
the top 60 prospects in the state (3 
stars) by Rivals, provides the Huskers 


an established lock-down corner to 


help bolster depth in Lincoln in 2010. 
However, Nebraska would like at least 
one more cornerback in this class and 
judging from a number of national 
prospects looking hard at the Big Red, that 
shouldn’t be much of a problem. 

DERRON SMITH (5-11/173) has starred 
on both sides of the ball for Banning, 
Calif., High School over the past couple 
of seasons. However, most schools giving 
pursuit think his future in college is at 
cornerback. 

Rated the nation’s No. 31 cornerback 
prospect and the No. 56 prospect in the state 
(3 stars) by Rivals, Smith has scholarship 
offers from Idaho, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Mexico State, San Diego State and UNLV. 
Though he has declined to name a college 
favorite, he admits Nebraska is the only 
school assured of getting an official visit. 

“Right now, I’m pretty open,” Smith 


said. “Aside from my offers, schools such as 
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CIANTE EVANS 


Washington, Minnesota, Cal and Arizona 
State are also showing heavy interest. I'd 
say that Nebraska is the only school that 
will get a visit for sure. 

“Nebraska is away from home, and it’s 
a big-time program. They have a great 
tradition and great facilities. The fan 
support is awesome. I want to get out there 
and get a good feel for what a game day is 
like.” 

Smith earned first-team all-CIF honors, 
second-team all-state honors and was 
named his league's defensive most valuable 
player as a junior after compiling 87 tackles, 
nine tackles for loss and three interceptions. 
As a quarterback, he rushed for 1,084 yards 
and eight touchdowns and threw for 1,214 
yards (69-percent completion) for another 


nine scores. 


Another cornerback prospect out 
west who holds the Huskers in high 
regard is JOSHUA MITCHELL out of 
Corona, Calif., Eleanor Roosevelt. 
The 5-foot-l1l, 165-pounder is 
scheduled to visit Lincoln on Nov. 
6 with three of his teammates, wide 
receiver AUSTIN HILL, wide receiver 
TYLER SLAVIN and defensive end- 
tight end HAROLD MOBLEY. 

“Coach (CARL) PELINI of 
Nebraska says that I’m ahead of 
the other defensive backs they're 
recruiting in regards to my footwork, 
knowledge of the game and my 
reaction speed (10.7-second 100 
meters),” Mitchell said. 

“As for me, I’m still level-headed 
with all of the schools right now. 
They all stand out in their own 
individual ways. I know that Nebraska has 
a great academic program and, from what 
I’ve been seeing, they have a great athletic 
program, too. They look very interesting to 
me right now.” 

Rated a 2-star prospect by Rivals.com, 
Mitchell has early offers from Nebraska, 
Washington State, Colorado Stat, Idaho, 
UTEP and San Diego State. A starter since 
his freshman year, he recorded 74 tackles 
and one interception as a junior in 2008. 
He has intercepted nine passes over the last 
three seasons. 

Nebraska was barely on the radar 
for Egg Harbor Township, N.J., athlete 
TEJAY JOHNSON. However, after an early 
September visit to Lincoln, the speedster 


(10.38-second 100 meters) now admits that 


the Huskers will be tough to beat. 

“The Nebraska trip was the perfect visit,” Johnson said. “I'd 
definitely give it a ‘10’ (on a 1-to-10 scale). I’m going to compare 
it to some other schools and see what happens. I hope the other 
schools bring it though, because the Nebraska trip is going to be 
hard to contend with.” 

“It’s just a great place to be. The coaches are wonderful and 
the academics are great. They have like a 94-percent graduation 
rate for their athletes, which is exceptional. The atmosphere for 
their game against FAU was like nothing I’d thought it would be. 
They’d be at the top now.” 

Johnson, who also has offers from Cincinnati, Michigan State, 
Purdue and Rutgers, said he’s still unsure as to what side of the 
ball he’ll line up on in college. Schools like Nebraska, think his 
athleticism could translate well to a few positions. 

“The offensive coordinator and defensive coordinator both 
want me at Nebraska,” Johnson said. “Coach (SHAWN) WATSON 
thinks I’d be a great running back/slot receiver in their offense. 
Coach (CARL) PELINI thinks I'd be a great cornerback. I’d be OK 
with either.” 

TYLER EVANS, a Husker pledge and possible wide receiver 
candidate from Waverly, Neb., might also get a look at cornerback 
when he gets to Lincoln. The 6-2, 180-pounder recorded 61 tackles 
and eight interceptions as a junior. 

With at least one cornerback pledge secured for the 2010 
recruiting effort, the Nebraska coaching staff is focusing on getting 
one more. At this stage of the process, it appears the Huskers have 


plenty of options. 


NEBRASKA'S SCHEDULE VISIT LIST 
NAME POS. HT WT DATE COMMIT 
Jay Guy DT 6) 300° T/7 
Austin Hill WR 192 11/7 
Joshua Mitchell DB 165." “Wiz 
Harold Mobley 225 11/7 
Tyler Slavin 182 »=11/7 
161 10/17 
248 9/26 
290 9/26 
175 9/26 
286 9/26 
300 9/26 
185 9/5 
190 §=9/5 
291 9/5 
240 89/5 


California 


WR 


Curtis Carter 


Chase Harper TE 


Chase Rome DE Oklahoma St. 
WR 
Colin Tanigawa OL 


Damon Williams DT 


Bobby Swigert 


Harvey Jackson DB Nebraska 


Tejay Johnson 
Mike Moudy OL 


Donovan Vestal DE 


Nebraska 
Nebraska 
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IN STATE SPOTLIGHT 


BY SEAN CALLAHAN 


Millard South quarterback BRONSON MARSH 
has a chance to be the most prolific passer in 
Nebraska high school football history. Marsh is on track to break 
former Husker quarterback Scott Frost’s record of 6,859 passing 
yards in a career at Wood River High School. 

Huskers Illustrated caught up with Marsh in this week’s in-state 


spotlight. 


CALLAHAN: How much do you even think about breaking 
Scott Frost’s all-time Nebraska passing record? 

MARSH: To be honest, the only time | ever think about it is 
when people ask me. I don’t think about it at all. It depends. 
Whatever works; I really don’t care if I have to run the ball. 
It really doesn’t matter to me how we get yards or how we 
score or anything. As long as we are winning games, it doesn’t 
matter to me. 


CALLAHAN: I saw you sporting a Mohawk haircut the other 
day? What’s up with the new look? 

MARSH: Normally our team has a tradition of shaving our 
heads, but our whole team did the Mohawk instead. I decided to 
keep mine really long. A lot of people cut theirs down, but I went 
with the long Mohawk. I might keep it throughout the year to 
see how long it can get. It’s been pretty hard to keep up though. 


CALLAHAN: All-time favorite movies? 
MARSH: I have a couple. I like Gladiator, Braveheart and 300. 
I kind of like the war movies. They are pretty cool. 


CALLAHAN: What’s your all-time favorite sports moment as 
a fan? 

MARSH: I thought it was pretty cool; I remember watching 
when J was little Nebraska-Missouri (1997). I remember “the 
catch” by Matt Davison. That was pretty cool. 


CALLAHAN: What’s your favorite place to eat? 
MARSH: I like Famous Dave's, and HuHot is pretty good, too. 


CALLAHAN: What's one hidden talent you have? 
MARSH: I’m pretty good at Sudoku. It’s a mind game. 


CALLAHAN: What’s the hardest-hitting team you’ve ever faced 
during your high school career? 

MARSH: The hardest-hitting team was probably Elkhorn, but 
the hardest I’ve probably ever been hit was my sophomore year 
against (Omaha) Central. I got a helmet right to the back, and 
I remember I had a facemask imprint or a cut right on my back. 
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RecruitingNotebook 
More 2011 offers go out 


by Sean Stevens 


While Nebraska continues to work to fill up 
its 2010 recruiting class, the Husker coaches 
have definitely developed an early focus on 
the 2011 class as well. At least 22 written 
offers have been reported, which means that 
there are likely many more out there. 

Some of the prospects have been chronicled 
in this magazine, such as offensive tackle 
TYLER MOORE (6-6/290) of Clearwater, Fla., 
Countryside High and running back AARON 
GREEN (5-11/186) of San Antonio, Texas, 
James Madison. There are other top options 
who have received Nebraska offers, however. 

Dual-threat quarterback JAMAL TURNER 
(6-1/170) of Arlington, Texas, Sam Houston 1s 
one of those to be courted by Nebraska, In fact, 
he received his offer on the first day that high 
school juniors could begin receiving them. 

“Yes sir, Nebraska . . . faxed me an offer,” 
he said, “I don’t really know too much about 
them, but I’m going to do some research on 
them to see how many quarterbacks they have 
recruited to their team.” 

As a sophomore, Turner was named 
District 4-5A Offensive Newcomer of the 
Year, throwing for over 2,600 yards and 21 
touchdowns while completing 61 percent of 


his passes. 


“T like to call myself an ‘athlete’ because 
I can play quarterback, receiver or safety. 
I'd prefer to play quarterback, though,” said 
Turner. 

The Huskers seem to be in a good position 
with Turner. 

“T've always liked Nebraska and I’ve heard 
a lot of good things about them. I’m going to 
watch them more this season. | used to watch 
(Texas), but now I want to see Nebraska’s 
offense to see how they do this year.” 

Another junior Texas star considering 
Nebraska is wide receiver MILES ONYEGBULE 
(6-4/200), also from Arlington. 

“I'd say Nebraska is in the top four,” he said, 
“There is Texas A&M, Texas, Oklahoma, and 
Oklahoma State too.” 

He talked about why he likes those schools. 

“First of all, it’s the Big 12. I love the 
Big 12. They are close to home, have good 
programs — real good programs — and the 
future is looking good for those teams.” 

Running backs coach TIM BECK is handling 
Onyegbule’s recruitment and he has an inside 
track with the family. 

“With coach Beck at Nebraska, he recruited 
my brother (MAXWELL ONYEGBULE) at 


Kansas,” said Onyegbule. “He used to come 
over and talk to my family and stuff. It was 


pretty ‘tight’. So we have a connection there.” N 


2010 Nebraska Commitment List (8) 

Name (Rivals.com ranking) Pos. Hometown (School) 

Walker Ashburn ** * DE 63 245 _ River Ridge, La. (John Curtis) 
Ciante Evans * CB 5-11 170 Arlington, Texas (Juan Seguin) 
Tyler Evans * * ATH 6-2 180 Waverly, Neb. (Waverly) 

Tyler Gabbert *% QB 6-0 190 Ballwin, Mo. (Parkway West) 
Harvey Jackson *&* DB 6-2 185 Missouri City, Texas (Hightower) 
Mike Moudy *%* OL 6-7 291 Castle Rock, Colo. (Douglas County) 
Andrew Rodriguez ** * * OT 6-6 300 Aurora, Neb. (Aurora) 

Donovan Vestal &** DE 6-5 240 Arlington, Texas (Bowie) 
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SIDELINES 


TAULA LIKES NEBRASKA 


It’s going to be tough to 


pull Anaheim, Calif, Servite 
defensive tackle KIRIFI TAULA 
out of Pac-10 territory. The 6-3, 
269-pounder admits, however, 
that the Huskers have a chance. 

“Nebraska is a good program 
with a lot of tradition,’Taula said. 
"They have a good record of 
taking good defensive linemen 
and getting them to the NFL’ 

“I'm not going to get real 
serious about recruiting until 
after the football season. I'm still 
keeping an open mind. There is 
always a chance I'll leave the West 
Coast for college. I'd like to stay 
close to family in the Pac-10, but 
if | go to Nebraska and really like 
it, I'll probably commit and stay 
over there” 

Rated among the top 100 
prospects in the state by Rivals, 
Taula has offers from Arizona, 
Arizona State, Nebraska, UCLA, 
Utah, Washington and others. 
He said the Huskers are almost 
a shoe-in to get one of his five 
allotted official visits sometime 


this fall. 


ee ey 


BY JOHN TALMAN 
RECRUITING PUBLISHER, 
HUSKERSILLUSTRATED.COM 


Big 12 North sees success in Texas 


YOU DON’T NEED a ton of stats to realize 
that Big 12 North teams that are successful 
in recruiting Texas usually see the results 
on the field. 

That is in no way a shot at regional 
talent around the Big 12 North because 
we've seen plenty of top college players 
and NFL draft picks come from states 
adjacent to or around Nebraska. 

But it’s not a coincidence that since 
schools like Kansas and Missouri started 
going into the state of Texas for players in 
this decade they've seen an unprecedented 
period of success. 

So when you look at coach Bo Pelini 
and the priority his staff places on the state 
of Texas, it makes sense that the Huskers 
are using the same strategy and starting to 
see the benefits. 

A better topic for me to tackle is not 
what everybody is doing but why? Why is 
it schools that recruit Texas players have 
seen a jump in success? Going one step 
further, why are some northern schools 
successful and how do they do it? 

From a national perspective, one expert 
agrees that Texas is key for Big 12 North 
Division programs to compete at a high 
level, 

“Texas is the golden goose for a majority 


of Big 12 North teams,” Rivals.com 


national recruiting analyst Jeremy 
Crabtree told me recently. “There are so 
many positives to recruiting the Lone 
Star State if you're a Big 12 North team. 


Not only is the talent more developed 


and the player’s football IQ is much more 
developed, the athletic talent isn’t matched 
by any of the states Big 12 North schools 
call home.” 

Nebraska, under Pelini, has seemingly 
spent more time successfully recruiting 
the Lone Star State than any time in 
the Huskers’ modern recruiting history 
(counting this present class and going back 
to the class of 2008), 

Back to what appears to be the most 
important question: Why have Kansas, 
Missouri and Nebraska had success getting 
Texas talent to campus and on the roster? 

Cedar Hill coach Joey McGuire, who 
has been one of the most successful high 
school coaches in the Lone Star State 
on the field and in producing Division I 
talent, broke down how he believes these 
North Division schools do it. 

“I think that those guys have done a 
great job committing a number of coaches 
to the state of Texas,” McGuire said. “I 
think it helps schools to be able to come 
in (and) say, ‘We have 20 Texans on our 
roster.’ But I think the biggest thing is 
these guys, these programs, are selling out 
to spending the time they need to in the 
schools and doing their homework on the 
kids in the state.” 

Denton Ryan head coach Joey Florence 
has had plenty of recruits head to Division 
I schools, both in and outside the state of 
Texas. He says he feels it comes down ta 
the individual recruiter the school sends 


out on the road. 


sillustfatend or 


“For me, personally, I think it comes 
down to the guy coming down the area,” 
Florence said. “I know Kansas had Tim 
Beck who was a high school coach in the 
Metroplex; now Tim’s at Nebraska so that 
helps them. I just think it comes down to 
the individual recruiter doing a good job.” 

Florence also added that he’s seen a 
change in where prospects want to go to 
college in terms of how many teams are 
now televised on a weekly basis. 

“The thing I’ve noticed the last several 
years is television games give schools some 
exposure they used to not have,” Florence 
explained. “Name recognition is very 
important. Those night games, Thursday 
and Friday night games have been very big 
in getting exposure they didn’t use to get.” 

Even though many blue-chippers head 
to in-state schools, even top high school 
coaches who send several top players to 
Division I schools every year like McGuire 
don’t feel pressured to keep their prospects 
in-state. 

“My kids are more important to me 
than any university,” McGuire explained. 
“So I try to always make sure they are 
trying to find the best fit, not just in the 
state of Texas, but wherever the best fit is.” 

It’s quite apparent that for whatever 
reason, Nebraska is doing a good job 
showing how it's the right fit for Texas 
prospects year in and year out. And 
short-term history has proved that’s a 
good formula for winning in the Big 12 


Conference. N 
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Walk-on 
Wilberger 
makes impact 


ohn Cook didn’t have any 
high expectations for Jordan 
Wilberger. 
Cook offered her the 
opportunity to join the 
Husker program as a walk- 
on out of Scottsbluff three 
years ago. Wilberger was 
a raw athlete at the time, but was far from a 
polished volleyball player. 

“T never thought she’d play in a big match,” 
Cook says now matter of factly. 

But when Kori Cooper went down with 
a season-ending knee injury last November, 
Wilberger took over and played the rest of the 
way. That included the Huskers’ run to the final 
four and their five-set loss to Penn State in the 
national semifinals. 

Cooper is still recovering from knee injury this 
season and is not yet at full strength. That gave 
Wilberger an opportunity once again to start at 
middle blocker for the Huskers. 

Wilberger came through with a career-high 10 
kills in Nebraska’s victory over Creighton early 
in the season, but she certainly hasn’t arrived 
as a volleyball player just yet because she’s still 
learning the nuances of the game. 

“I’m learning things about the game that 
I didn’t know before and it makes everything 


else a lot easier when you learn about those 


things,” Wilberger said. “Like how the pass 
dictates where the ball is going to go. I'm 
just catching on to a lot of stuff. When you 
learn about setter tendencies you catch on 
to those things.” 

Wilberger has been catching on quickly 
this season. Now her volleyball knowledge 
is slowly catching up with the athletic 
ability she showed in high school. 

Wilberger was also a standout in track 
and field, basketball and volleyball at 
Scottsbluff High School. She placed in 
three events as a senior (fourth in the high 
jump, sixth in the 200-meter dash and 
second in the 400-meter relay) at the state 
track meet to help the Bearcats to their first 
state championships since 1978, 

“One of the reasons we took her here 
is because she was a good athlete,” Cook 
said. “She just wasn’t a very good volleyball 
player. I don’t think she ever had any 
expectations until last year when Cooper 
got hurt. All of a sudden she was thrown 
in there. 

“Now I think Jordan has some 
expectations. She knows she can play at 
this level. That confidence from last year is 
allowing her to go out and do this.” 

One of the big steps Wilberger has made 
is to gain the confidence of setter Sydney 
Anderson. That confidence wasn’t there 
last year. 

“Sydney has a lot of confidence in her, 
so she’s getting more swings than she did 
last year and probably under more stressful 
situations,” Cook said. “That's a great sign. 
Last year we were trying to avoid setting her 
at times. 

“Jordan has done a really good job, She's 
still inexperienced when you look at the 
number of matches she’s played so we're 
still trying to get her to where she’s more of 
a complete player.” 

Wilberger is feeling more and more 
comfortable connecting with Anderson all 
the time. 


“Coach Cook emphasizes us to use our 
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shots and swing away from the block,” 
Wilberger said. (Anderson) does a really 
good job setting away from the block and 
getting us in situations where we don’t have 
to worry about having a double block up. 

“Coach Cook tells me to work on being 
quicker than the block, Get up fast so that 
Sydney can set me. That’s what I focus on.” 

If Cooper gets back to 100 percent, 
Wilberger will see her playing time cut 
significantly. But that’s OK with her. 
Wilberger understands exactly what her role 
is for the Huskers, 

“T think it’s a fun role to play,” Wilberger 
said. “You never know what’s going 
to happen. My goal is just to be ready 
whenever the coach needs me and to be 
that player he can count on if he needs to 


put me in the game.” 


Tara Mueller, Sydney Anderson and 
Kayla Banwarth have been the on-court 
leaders for the Huskers this season. Cook 
would like to see some leadership from 
Brooke Delano and Lindsey Licht as well. 

He said Licht is better physically and is 
playing better than she did a year ago and 
Delano has the potential to be an All- 
American. 

“Brooke I think hopefully when she 
starts figuring out that she can be one of the 
best middles in the country that they start 
taking some of that leadership too,” Cook 
said. “And when the wheels are coming 
off they're not looking around and saying, 
“Hey you guys do it.” 

Defining moments 

The Huskers went 7-2 in their preseason 
slate after going unbeaten a year ago when 
Cook thought they might be a .500 team 
heading into Big 12 play. 

You can throw the 3-0 sweep by 
Michigan out because the Huskers just 
were dominated in their opener, but the 3-2 
loss to UCLA was the result of not being 
able to step up and make the big play in the 


defining moments of the match. 

That’s something the Huskers did do 
in 3-2 wins over Minnesota and LSU and 
Cook said it should benefit his team as it 
moves into the heart of Big 12 Conference 
play. 

“The main thing it does is teach you how 
valuable every point is, “Cook said of the 
tough non-conference matches. ‘“There’s a 
sense of urgency on every point. In other 
words, you can't serve a ball into the bottom 
of the net on a critical point. You can't 
overpass the ball at a critical point. You 
can't tip a ball in a fifth game, things like 
that. 

“The have a big imprint on their brains 
of what it takes to be a championship 


team.” N 


2009 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE 


Aug. 22 Red/White Scrimmage, 7 p.m. 
Aug. 28-29 Runza/AVCA Showcase 


Aug.28 = *vs. Michigan, L, 3-0 

Aug.29 = *vs. Minnesota, W, 3-2 

Sept. 1 Creighton, W, 3-0 

Sept.4-5 at LSU Tournament 

Sept. 4 vs. UL-Lafayette, W, 3-0 
at LSU, W, 3-2 

Sept. 5 vs. Tulane, W, 3-0 

Sept. 10-13 Ameritas Players Challenge 

Sept.10 Virginia, W, 3-0 

Sept.11 BYU, W, 3-1 

Sept.13  AUCLA,L, 3-2 

Sept.16 Texas Tech, 7 p.m. 

Sept.19 at Colorado, TBA 

Sept.23 at Texas A&M, 6:30 p.m. 

Sept.26 Texas, 1 p.m. 

Sept.30 at Oklahoma, 7 p.m. 

Oct.7 Kansas, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 10 Kansas State, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 14 at Baylor, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 17 at Missouri, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 21 lowa State, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 24 Oklahoma, TBA 

Oct. 28 at Texas Tech, 6:30 p.m. 

Oct. 30 at Texas, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 4 Missouri, 7 p,m. 

Nov, 7 at lowa State, TBA 

Nov, 13 Texas A&M, 7 p.m. 

Nov.18 Baylor, 7 p.m. 

Noy, 21 at Kansas, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov, 25 at Kansas State, 7 p.m. 

Noy.28 Colorado, 7 p.m. 

Dec.4-5 NCAA 1st/2nd Rounds, TBA 


Dec. 11-12 *NCAA Regionals, TBA 
Dec. 17 NCAA Semifinals, Finals 
* at Qwest Center, Omaha 

4 at Bob Devaney Sports Center 
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Record six 
seniors to lead 
. Huskers in 2009 


onnie Yori, in discussing ex- 
pectations for her Nebraska 
women’s basketball team 
for the 2009-10 season, had 
good reason for repeating 
herself. 

The eighth-year Husker 
coach knows the possibility for a strong season 
depends largely on one key element: health. 

By playing to their capabilities, the Huskers 
can have a “really great year,” Yori said. 

“If we get healthy,” she said. 

Nebraska, with a program-record six seniors, 
will be the most experienced team Yori has ever 
coached. 

“If we get healthy,” she said. 

The Huskers, who struggled offensively last 
season, averaging only 59 points per game in 
Big 12 Conference games, will have many more 
scoring options. 

“If we get healthy,” she said. 

The fourth time Yori uttered those four 
words, she caught herself. 

“T know I keep following up with that,” she 
said, “but it’s true.” 

Yori knows first-hand how an injury or two 
can change the entire landscape of a sea-son. 
Nebraska, coming off back-to-back NCAA 
Tournament appearances, entered last season 


with high expectations. 


\ 
——— 
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Then senior and leading returning scorer 
Kelsey Griffin had ankle surgery and sat the 
entire season, using her available redshirt. 
Center Nikki Bober suffered a torn ACL in 
late December and never returned. 

Meanwhile, a senior-laden Big 12 
Conference never missed a beat. Nebraska 
couldn't keep pace. Playing with only one 
senior, the Huskers went 6-10 in league 
play and settled fora WNIT appearance, A 
first-round loss left the Huskers with a 15- 
16 record — Nebraska’s first losing season 
since Yori’s first team in 2002-03. 

“Last year was a struggle,” 
Yori said. “I felt like we played 
better as the season got better, 
and we played better in the 
latter half of the Big 12 season. 
It took us a while to adjust to 
the number of adversities we 
had to face. It wasn’t the season 
we had anticipated going into 
the year.” 

Now comes the silver lining: 
Griffin returns for her real 
senior season. That gives the 
Huskers more seniors than any team in the 
league. The rest of the Big 12 replaces a 
combined 42 seniors. 

Of course, there’s a catch to that silver 
lining. 

“If we get healthy,” Yori said. 

The coach says “get” rather than “stay” 
because currently, the Huskers aren't 
healthy. Griffin had a second ankle surgery, 
and while on track for a full recovery, she 
entered the school year waiting to be cleared 
for basketball activity. Bober’s recovery was 
slow, and she was limited in the summer. 
So were guards Yvonne Turner (shoulder 
surgery) and Kaitlyn Burke (foot injury). 

“Those are four players we're counting 
on to play a lot for us,” Yori said, “Those 
are probably four of our top seven players.” 
That experience — if healthy, of course 


— gives Nebraska an advantage, for a 


change, over many Big 12 teams. Those 
42 seniors who departed? They weren't 
just any seniors. Household names such 
as Courtney Paris, Nicky Wieben, Shalee 
Lehning, Kara Richards and Jhasmin 
Player have found their place in the history 
sections of media guides. 

Yori fully expects the league’s veteran 
coaches to replace those big names with 
other talented, highly-recruited players. It’s 
become a cycle in the Big 12. 

But at least now, there’s an unknown, 


and maybe a rare opportunity. 


YVONNE TURNER 


“T don’t think there is a team that’s a 
clear-cut favorite to win the Big 12 this 
year,” Yori said, “I still think there’s a lot 
of great basketball teams, but there’s not 
necessarily as dominant a team as maybe 
there was last year in Oklahoma. | thought 
they were the clear-cut favorites. 

“T think there’s going to be as much 
balance, top to bottom, as there has been. 
We kind of say that every year. It’s kind of 
repetitive, but at the same time, you could 
argue that six, seven teams, maybe eight, 
could win our league. | don’t think we’ve 
ever been able to say that before.” 

Is Nebraska one of those teams? 

“T think so,” Yori said. “I mean, [ think 
you could argue that.” 

If, of course... 

“If you lose a couple of kids,” Yori said, 


“that could change things.” 


MOORE THAN CAPABLE 


While the Nebraska women will count 
on six seniors, look for at least one true 
fresh-man to make an immediate impact 
this season. 

Lindsey Moore, a Parade High School 
All-American, comes to Lincoln as the 
most decorated recruit in the Connie Yori 
era. 

A 5-foot-10 guard from Covington, 
Wash., Moore was the state’s high school 
player of the year as a senior, when she 
averaged 15.7 points and 7.5 
assists. She led Kentwood 
High School to a 28-1 record, 
a state championship and No. 
2 national ranking in USA 
Today. 

“Like any freshman, there's 
going to be a learning curve, but 
she’s very capable of helping us 
this year,” Yori said. 

Moore gives Nebraska a true 
point guard, something Yori 
said Nebraska has lacked in 


recent years, 


LOOKING TO SCORE 


Catheryn Redmon, a 6-3 center, was 
thrust into action last year as a sophomore, 
when the Huskers were affected by injuries. 

Redmon, who started 24 games, 
responded well on the defensive end, 
blocking 67 shots to become only the third 
player in program history to block more 
than 60 shots in a season, 

“We threw Catheryn into the fire, and 
she did some good things for us, especially 
de-fensively,” Yori said, 

Now, Yori wants to see Redmon improve 
her offensive game. She averaged 5.7 points 
last season. 

“That’s where she struggled last year,” 
Yori said, “She needs to refine her skills and 


become a better scorer for us.” N 
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Mackin to return 
to mound in 2009 


BY TOMMY DAHLK 


obin Mackin’s not 
going to lie; she 
might not really know 
what to expect when 
she finally starts in 
the pitcher’s circle for 
the Nebraska softball 
team this season. 
“T can say it’s going to be like a kid 
playing his first game, but it is going 
to be so different because I’ve gone 
through so many challenges to be where 
I’m at today,” Mackin said. 
It has been nearly two and a half 
years since Mackin has started as a 


pitcher in a regular-season, collegiate 


RHONDA REVEL 


softball game. 

That year, 2007, Mackin was an 
All-American at Fresno State. After 
taking a year off to compete with the 
Canadian Olympic team in 2008, she 
transferred to Nebraska to work with 
fellow Canadian and Husker pitching 
coach Lori Sippel. 

Since 2008, Mackin, who also boasts 
a 4.0 grade-point average in pre-med, 
has battled a laundry list of injuries 
that have pushed back her Husker debut 
many times 

Now, the ballyhooed transfer looks 
ready to be a workhorse on the Huskers’ 


pitching staff. 
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“I’m definitely on the way to 
healthiness,” Mackin said. “I’ve made 
a lot of progress and haven’t gone 
backwards yet.” 

In February 2008, Mackin started 
to experience chronic hip pain, which 
nagged her during the Olympics. Then, 
last January, she suffered a shoulder 
injury and appeared in only one 
game in relief for the Huskers before 
undergoing season-ending surgery. 

Yes, it’s been a long, exhausting 
experience, but Mackin said she 
actually feels like she developed a lot as 
a player during her time watching from 
the bench. 

“You master the mental game,” 
Mackin said. “It is unbelievable. 

Not only do you start appreciating 
your position more, but you start 
appreciating the whole game for what 
it’s worth.” 

The hip problems still persist, but 
Mackin said she’s developed exercises 
to ease the pain. Her shoulder also is 
starting to feel good again. 

But will she be able to match the 
level that made her an All-American 
and Olympian? 

Mackin, who has two years of 
eligibility left, said she doesn’t have too 
many doubts. 

“Until it’s proven otherwise, I think 
I’ll be able to make a comeback to 
where I used to be,” she said. “That’s 
the reason I’ve stuck through two years 


of injuries.” N 


huskersillustrated.com 


Freshman forward Morgan Marlborough tied the single-game school record 
with four goals as she led the Husker soccer team to a 7-1 win over Akron. 


Junior Andrew Wyatt led the Huskers to a second-place finish at the Fairway 
Club Invitational at Arbor Links Golf Course. He finished fourth after carding a 


career-low 54-hole score of 212 (-4). 


SEPTEMBER 26 
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GAMES REMEMBERED 


Oct. 29, 1994 * at Memorial Stadium 
(200th consecutive sellout) 


Colorado came to Lincoln ranked 
No. 2 in the Associated Press 
poll, moving ahead of Nebraska 
two weeks before, despite the 
Cornhuskers’ remaining undefeated 
with a 17-6 victory at No. 16-ranked 
Kansas State. Colorado, previously 
No. 4, defeated No. 22-ranked 
Oklahoma 45-7 that weekend, while 
No. 1 Florida was upset. Penn State 
also vaulted Nebraska, after a 31-24 
victory at No. 5 Michigan. 

The Buffaloes were No. 2 nationally 
in total offense and No. 4 in both scoring and rushing, with their 
own version of the “Triplets,” a nickname originally given to 
Nebraska’s TURNER GILL, MIKE ROZIER and IRVING FRYAR by 
Oklahoma coach BARRY SWITZER in the early 1980s. 

Colorado's “Triplets” were quarterback Kordell Stewart, wide 
receiver Michael Westbrook and tailback Rashaan Salaam, who 
went into the game as the nation’s leading rusher. 

The Buffaloes also had a remarkable third-down-conversion 
percentage, nearly 50 percent. 

Salaam, the Heisman Trophy winner that season, rushed for 134 
yards (only 38 in the first half) and Colorado's lone touchdown, set 
up by a pass interception. 

The Buffaloes were stifled by the Blackshirts, led by end DONTA 
JONES, ABC's Nebraska player of the game. Salaam earned that 
honor for Colorado. 

Colorado finished with 314 total yards, nearly 200 below its 
average, and the majority of the yards came during the second 
half, after the Berringer-led Cornhuskers had taken control. 

Berringer exploited Colorado's defense with play-action passes 
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BOB HOHN, NO. 18 - In the book What It Means to be a 
Husker, edited by Jeff Snook, LYLE SITTLER recounts a story 
about the time in a spirited Nebraska high school football 
rivalry that he saved a touchdown by tackling BOB HOHN. 
Sittler was from Crete, Hohn from nearby Beatrice. Sittler, a 
linebacker and lineman, quotes Hohn, a speedy back: “Why 
you fat SOB! How could you have caught me from behind?” 

Sittler and Hohn would bAecome teammates and close 
friends at Nebraska, co-captains in 1964. 

Hohn, the Nebraska high school athlete of the year in 
1960, didn't play for the Cornhuskers until 1963 because of 
back problems. He started his final two seasons and made 
big plays on both sides of the ball, including a 53-yard 
interception return for a touchdown against Kansas in 1963 
and a touchdown-saving tackle in a 13-7 victory against 
Auburn in the 1964 Orange Bowl. 

Hohn, who played five seasons with the NFL's Pittsburgh 
Steelers, was diagnosed with Lou Gehrig's disease in May of 
1999. After a courageous battle with the disease, he died on 
Thanksgiving Day, 2003. He wrote words for his family and 
friends to be read at his memorial service, referring to one of 
those friends as “that far SOB who caught me from behind.” 


Nebraska 24, Colorado 7 

Colorado 0 0 7 0 — eA 
Nebraska 7 10 7 0 - 24 
(N) Cory Schlesinger 14 run (Tom Sieler kick) 

(N) Sieler 24 field goal 

(N) Clinton Childs 2 run (Sieler kick) 

(N) Eric Alford 30 pass Brook Berringer (Sieler kick) 

(C) Rashaan Salaam 6 run (Neil Voskeritchian kick) 


Attendance: 76,131 


to tight ends ERIC ALFORD and MARK GILMAN, who had nine 
receptions between them for 124 yards and a touchdown. 

Nebraska's defense sacked Stewart three times. Linebacker 
TROY DUMAS led the Blackshirts with 11 tackles. Jones and tackle 
CHRISTIAN PETER were each credited with seven tackles. 

Defensive coordinator CHARLIE MCBRIDE called the win one 
of his biggest. 

“But the credit goes to the players, he said. 

The goal posts came down afterward, and one section of a goal 
post was dragged to the ESPN Gameday set outside Memorial 
Stadium. 


TOM OSBORNE: “The defense, | thought, did an awfully good 
job throughout the game.” 


DID YOU KNOW? BROOK BERRINGER took over at quarterback 
after TOMMIE FRAZIER was sidelined by blood clots in the fourth 
game of the season against Pacific —- where the athletic director 
was BOB LEE, father of current Cornhusker quarterback ZAC 
LEE. Berringer, who fought through a collapsed lung, was backed 
up by walk-on MATT TURMAN. But Turman’s availability for the 
Colorado game was in doubt because of a shoulder problem, 
leaving another walk-on, freshman MONTE CHRISTO, as the top 
back-up. Christo had just returned to practice after six weeks of 
recovery from surgery on his right thumb. 


CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


ACROSS 
3. NU's first Lombardi Award winner 
7. Defensive line coach 
9. Ex-Husker punter now with Baltimore 
Ravens 
10. Wears No. 40 
11. Wears No. 1 (special teams) 
14. Nov. 14 opponent 
17. Special jerseys for La-Lafayette game 
19. Head coach before Bo 
20. Louisiana-Lafayette nickname 
21. Turner Gill’s current school 
22. Louisiana-Lafayette head coach 
25. Ex-Husker linebacker now with KC Chiefs 
26. Frank Solich’s current school 
27. Leading receiver vs. Arkansas State 
28. Radio play-by-play voice 
30. Athletic director before Tom 
31. Louisiana-Lafayette’s conference 
32. Wears No. 1 (offense) 
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DOWN 
1, Opponent in 2010 opener 
2. Wears No, 51 
3. Assistant head coach 
4. Defensive ends coach 
5 
6 
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. 2000 All-America center fai ial cd 
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12. Oct.31 opponent a hat st 
16, Opponent in Big 12 opener 


. Associate head coach 25 26 
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Answers will appear in the Oct. 8 issue 


HAVE (DEASZ 
Do you have some inspiration for a HuskerNutz cartoon? 
If we use your idea, we'll give you credit and send you and 
autographed full-color print of your HuskerNutz cartoon! 
SEND IDEAS TO: Paul Fell Cartoons, 
3215 Jamestown Lane, Lincoln, NE 68516 


or email to: pfell@neb.rr.com 
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THE 
FINAL 
WORD 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


For Pelini bottom line is results 


THE GOAL POSTS at Virginia Tech’s 
Lane Stadium came down, but not under 
the weight of celebration, They were 
collapsible — and lowered before students 
were allowed to swarm the field. 

At least two Hokies fans knelt in the 
south end zone and kissed the turf, 

There were many such images of 
unexpected, and unlikely, victory. 

And there were equally as many 
images of unexpected, and gut- 
wrenching, defeat. 

During the week leading up to 
the game, Nebraska coach Bo Pelini 
described himself as a glass-half-full guy. 
But his positive approach was sorely 
tested in Blacksburg, Va. 

Pelini’s post-game news conference 
lasted about 3 ‘2 minutes, for instance. 

It began with an impatient: “Shoot... 
let’s go.” 

The first question was: What 
happened on that long pass play? 

“T don’t know,” Pelini said. “Did you 
watch it? You saw what happened. Let's 
go to the next question. It was pretty 
obvious what happened on that. 

“T’'m not going to sit there and belabor 
the point.” 

A couple of questions, followed by 
brief answers later, Pelini was asked 
about the defensive “strategy” for the 
play on which Virginia Tech scored the 
winning touchdown. 

“What do you mean strategy? You've 
got to make the sack ... we didn’t do it,” 
he said. “I mean, that isn’t why we lost 
the ... there are a lot of guys ... the guy 
was scrambling ...” 


Several of Pelini’s sentences weren't 
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completed. The wounds were too raw. 

It was much the same way last season, 
after a 62-28 drubbing at Oklahoma. 
Though the games were dramatically 
different, they elicited the same passion. 

Pelini might be a glass-half-full guy. 
But he for sure is a bottom-line guy. To 
quote Vince Lombardi: Winning isn’t 
everything. It’s the only thing. “We all 
take responsibility, not finishing the 
deal,” Pelini said, “You’ve got to finish 
the job and we didn’t do that. Each and 
every guy that walked on that field, that 
played, had a hand in not winning that 
football game, coaches included.” 

This was comparable to last season's 
overtime loss at Texas Tech under Pelini, 
and before him, to losses against Texas 
in 2007 and 2006 and to Texas Tech 
in Lincoln in 2005. Orso one might 
suggest. 

But those losses were significantly 
different in at least one way. Those were 
underdogs, battling for upsets snatched 
away, Nebraska was no underdog this 
time, national rankings notwithstanding. 

The Cornhuskers were the better 
team. They should have won. 

To find an apt comparison, you have 
to go back to a time when Nebraska's 
tradition was alive and well, the tradition 
Pelini is trying to restore — the tradition 
he IS restoring. 

This was the indescribable pain of 
losses to Oklahoma, of Keith Jackson 
and “Sooner Magic,” of 1986 and 1980 
and 1976. If you're an old enough 
Husker fan, you can fill in the details. 

If not, you don’t need to know the 


particulars. This is exactly how it felt. 


This is how it felt after a failed two- 
point conversion left the Cornhuskers 
a point short in the 1984 Orange Bowl 
game, except that was fora national 
championship and hence greater pain. 
There was honor in defeat, but no 
opportunity for redemption — and no 
need for resiliency. 

The Cornhuskers expect to respond, 
according to junior tight end Mike 
McNeill. 

“T think we'll come back strong next 
week,” he said. “I mean, obviously, 
you're catching us all right after the 
game. It’s a tough loss. But come 
Monday, we'll be ready to go. 

“So it’s not going to be a problem.” 

Senior wide receiver Menelik Holt 
echoed McNeill. 

The ride home “will be a long one,” 
said Holt. 

“Tt’s going to hurt a little bit. It 
definitely didn’t come out the result I 
wanted. This one stings a little bit, but 
on Monday, I’m going to have to put it 
behind me. And I'll be able to do that.” 

All the numbers favored Nebraska 
except the score. 

But “T don’t measure it on yards or 
how you play,” said Pelini. “You've got 
to win the football game. We didn’t win 
the football game. So we didn't play 
good enough in any area, in any phase 
of the game. | measure it on results. 
That’s how we measure things around 
here.” 

Oh yes, we've gotten to this point 
in the column without mention of the 
score. 


It was 16-15, if that matters, N 


HISTORY 


IN THE MAKING 


November 3rd, 1962 began a streak of 
consecutive sellouts that would become 
the envy of every college football program 
in the nation. Now, 47 years later, Husker 
fans make history again with our 300th 
consecutive sellout. The employees of 
Time Warner Cable would like to salute 
the greatest fans in college football. 
Congratulations to Husker Nation on a 
great team and a tradition to be proud of. 


TIME WARNER CABLE 
THE POWER OF YOU’ 


431-0300 
www.timewarnercable.com 


Excitement’s in the air. 
The team is fully prepared. 
All the hours of work invested. 
People will be watching, oh they’ll 
definitely be watching. And we are 
ready to take on all the challenges. 
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